GOVERNMENT OF INDIA
MINISTRY OF HEALTH AND FAMILY WELFARE
DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND FAMILY WELFARE

RAJYA SABHA
UNSTARRED QUESTION NO. 1079
TO BE ANSWERED ON 09.12.2025

STATUS OF HEALTHCARE INFRASTRUCTURE IN REMOTE AREAS OF THE
COUNTRY

1079. SHRI CHANDRAKANT DAMODAR HANDORE:
Will the Minister of HEALTH AND FAMILY WELFARE be pleased to state:

(a)  whether Government has made any efforts to create quality healthcare infrastructure in
remote areas of the country particularly in Maharashtra;

(b)  the actual steps taken by Government to provide quality health and wellness services to
the people residing in remote area of the country including Maharashtra; and

(c) if so, the details thereof?

ANSWER
THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF HEALTH AND
FAMILY WELFARE
(SHRI PRATAPRAO JADHAY)

(a) to (c): The primary responsibility of strengthening public healthcare system lies with the
respective State/UT Governments. The Ministry of Health and Family Welfare provides
technical and financial support to the States/UTs including State of Maharashtra to create and
strengthen quality healthcare infrastructure in remote areas based on the proposals received in
the form of Programme Implementation Plans (PIPs) under National Health Mission.
Government of India provides approval for the proposal in the form of Record of Proceedings
(RoPs) as per norms & available resources. The details are available in public domain at:
https://nhm.gov.in/index4.php?lang=1&level=0&linkid=55&1id=68

In addition to the National Health Mission, Government of India is implementing the
following schemes in States/UTs including Maharashtra to improve the healthcare
infrastructure and service delivery in backward and under-served regions:

e Pradhan Mantri Ayushman Bharat Health Infrastructure Mission (PM-ABHIM)
envisages increased investments in public health and other health reforms to provide
better access to health in rural areas by i) Strengthening of Health and Wellness
Centres in villages and cities for early detection of diseases; ii) Addition of new



critical care-related beds at district level hospitals; ii1) Support for Block Public
Health Units (BPHU) in 11 high focus States; and iv) Integrated district public health
laboratories in all districts.

The Fifteenth Finance Commission (FC-XV) has recommended grants through
local governments for specific components of the health sector and spread over the
five-year period from FY 2021-22 to FY 2025-26 to facilitate strengthening of health
system at the grass-root level.

The Pradhan Mantri Swasthya Suraksha Yojana (PMSSY) aims at correcting
regional imbalances in the availability of affordable tertiary healthcare services and to
augment facilities for quality medical education in the country.

Under Centrally Sponsored Scheme (CSS) for ‘Establishment of new medical
colleges attached with existing district/referral hospitals’ Establishment of 157
medical colleges have been approved in three Phases of the Scheme, out of which 40
are in aspirational districts of the country thereby addressing the issues of inequity in
medical education.

Various other initiatives carried out under NHM to provide quality health and

wellness services to the people residing in remote area of the country including Maharashtra
are operationalisation of Ayushman Arogya Mandirs (AAMs), National Ambulance Services
(NAS), Mobile Medical Units (MMUs) , ASHAs, 24 x 7 Services and First Referral facilities,
Prime Minister's National Dialysis Programme (PMNDP) , Free Diagnostics Service
Initiative and Free Drugs Service Initiative, various activities under Reproductive & Child
Health, Anemia Mukt Bharat (AMB) strategy, Pradhan Mantri TB Mukt Bharat Abhiyaan
(PMTBMBA) and Universal Immunization programme & Telemedicine are also being

implemented with NHM support to improve healthcare access particularly in rural areas.
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