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RAJYA SABHA
STARRED QUESTION NO-70
ANSWERED ON 05/12/2025

DOUBLING OF FARMERS’ INCOME
*70. SHRI C. VE. SHANMUGAM

Will the Minister of AGRICULTURE AND FARMERS WELFARE be pleased to state:

(a) whether Government has set a target to double the farmers’ income;

(b) if so, the current status of progress towards achieving the target of doubling farmers' income;

(c) whether Government has identified some specific areas under public-private partnerships in this
regard,

(d) the manner in which these partnerships align with Government's flagship programmes such as
Startup India, Make in India and Aatmanirbhar Bharat and the expected contributions towards
Vision 2047; and

(e) the timeline for the implementation of the initiatives under these partnerships and the expected
milestones?

ANSWER

MINISTER OF AGRICULTURE AND FARMERS WELFARE
(SHRI SHIVRAJ SINGH CHOUHAN)

(a)to (e): A statement is laid on the Table of the house.



STATEMENT REFERRED TO IN REPLY TO PARTS (a) TO (¢) OF RAJYA SABHA
STARRED QUESTION NO. 70 REGARDING “DOUBLING OF FARMERS’ INCOME” FOR
REPLY ON 05/12/2025.

(a) & (b): Government of India had constituted an Inter-ministerial Committee in April, 2016
to examine issues relating to “Doubling of Farmers Income” and recommend strategies to achieve the
same. The Committee has submitted its Report to the Government in September, 2018. An Empowered
Body has also been constituted on 23" January, 2019 to monitor and review the progress against the
recommendations. The Committee on Doubling Farmers’ Income (DFI) recognised agriculture as a
value led enterprise and has identified seven major sources of growth, viz., improvement in crop
productivity; improvement in livestock productivity; resource use efficiency or savings in the cost of
production; increase in the cropping intensity; diversification towards high value crops; improvement
in real prices received by farmers; and shift from farm to non-farm occupations. Several initiatives have
already been rolled out on the recommendations of DFI Committee. All Schemes/programmes of
Ministry of Agriculture and Farmers Welfare are aligned to achieve these objectives.

Agriculture is a State Subject. Government of India supports the States through appropriate policy
measures and budgetary allocation for schemes for farmers welfare. Schemes/ programmes of
Government of India aim to increase production, provide remunerative returns and income support to
farmers. The Government has substantially enhanced the budget allocation of Department of
Agriculture & Farmers Welfare(DA&FW) from Rs. 21,933.50 crore BE during 2013-14 to Rs.
1,27,290.16 crore BE during 2025-26. The various schemes/programmes of the Government of India
meant for the welfare of farmers, increasing production, remunerative returns and income support to
farmers are annexed.

Indian Council on Agricultural Research (ICAR) has released a compilation of success stories of
75,000 farmers who have increased their income more than two times by convergence of schemes
being operated by Ministry of Agriculture & Farmers Welfare and the allied Ministries/Departments.

The National Sample Survey Office (NSSO), Ministry of Statistics and Programme Implementation
(MoSPI) conducted a Situation Assessment Survey (SAS) of Agricultural Households during NSS 77t
round (January, 2019 — December, 2019) with reference to the agricultural year July, 2018- June, 2019
in the rural areas of the country.

According to these surveys, the estimated average monthly income per agricultural household
increased from 36,426 in 2012-13 (NSS 70th round) to *10,218 in 2018-19 (NSS 77th round).

As per NSSO Survey on Household Consumption Expenditure (2023-24), a comparison of the
estimates of all-India average Monthly Per Capita Consumption Expenditure (MPCE) is as under:

Sector Average MPCE (Rs.) over different period
2011-12 NSS (68th 2023-2024
round)
Rural 1,430 4,122
Urban 2,630 6,996
Difference as % of 83.9 69.7
Rural MPCE




(c) to (e): The Government of India is committed to promote Agri-startups by providing
financial and technical support to agri-startups in agriculture and allied sectors. Ministry of Agriculture
& Farmers' Welfare is implementing "Innovation and Agri-Entrepreneurship Development"
programme under Rashtriya Krishi Vikas Yojana (RKVY-RAFTAAR) from 2018-19 with an objective
to promote innovation and agri-entrepreneurship by providing financial and technical support for
nurturing startups ecosystem in the country. Under this programme, start-ups are encouraged to use
innovative technologies to resolve challenges faced in agriculture and allied sectors. Many start-ups
have been selected in various areas of agriculture and allied sectors under this programme for providing
financial support through 5 Knowledge Partners (KPs) and 24 RKVY Agribusiness Incubators (R-
ABIs). The financial support upto Rs. 5.00 lakh is provided at the idea/pre seed stage and upto Rs. 25
lakh at the seed stage to entrepreneurs/ startups in the field of agriculture & allied sector to launch their
products, services, business platforms, etc into the market and facilitate them to scale up their products
and operations.

The Indian Council of Agriculture Research (ICAR) has been supporting Agri-based startups
under the project called National Agriculture Innovation Fund (NAIF) initiated in year 2016-2017. It
has two components viz. (I) Innovation Fund; (II) Incubation Fund and National Coordinating Unit
(NCU).

A Central Sector Scheme for blended Capital Support to finance startups for agriculture and
rural enterprise relevant for Farm Produce Value Chain has been approved. Accordingly, administrative
approval for Agri SURE has been conveyed to NABARD to operationalize the fund.

Government has launched the Digital Agriculture Mission, which envisage the creations of
Digital Public Infrastructure for Agriculture such as Agristack, Krishi Decision Support System,
Comprehensive Soil Fertility & Profile Map and other IT initiatives. Agristack project is one of the
major components of this Mission, which consists of three foundational registries or databases in the
agriculture sector, i.e., the Farmers’ Registry, Geo-referenced village maps and the Crop Sown
Registry. This system aims to enhance interoperability and convergence of efforts, fostering the
development of applications in the agricultural sector using emerging digital technologies.

The Government of India has launched the National Mission on Edible Oils — Oilseeds
(NMEO-Oilseeds), a landmark initiative aimed at boosting domestic oilseed production and achieving
self-reliance (Atmanirbhar Bharat) in edible oils. The Mission introduces an Online 5-year rolling seed
plan through the ‘Seed Authentication, Traceability & Holistic Inventory (SATHI)’ Portal, enabling
states to establish advance tie-ups with seed-producing agencies, including cooperatives, Farmer
Producer Organizations (FPOs), and government or private seed corporations. Additionally, it
introduces Value Chain Clusters which will be managed by value chain partners such as FPOs,
cooperatives, and public or private entities. Farmers in these clusters will have access to high-quality
seeds, training on Good Agricultural Practices (GAP), and advisory services on weather and pest
management. The Mission aims to significantly enhance domestic oilseed production, advancing the
goal of Atmanirbharta (self-reliance) in edible oils, thereby reducing import dependency and
conserving valuable foreign exchange while boosting farmers' incomes.

The Government of India has launched the Mission for Aatmanirbharta in Pulses (Dalhan



Aatmanirbharta Mission) with a total outlay of 311,440 crore. It seeks to boost domestic production,
reduce import dependence, and pave the way for an “Aatmanirbhar Bharat” in pulses. The Mission is
aligned with Vision 2047, emphasizing sustainable growth, diversified cropping patterns, and the
empowerment of farmers through assured income, adoption of advanced technologies, and climate-
resilient agricultural practices. Key focus will be the development and dissemination of high-yielding,
pest-resistant, and climate-resilient pulses varieties, supported by a robust seed system. This includes
the production and distribution of 126 lakh quintals of certified seeds and the free provision of 88 lakh
seed kits to farmers.

A one Lakh Crore, Agriculture Infrastructure Fund (AIF) scheme has been launched with an
objective to mobilize a medium - long term debt financing facility for investment in viable projects for
post-harvest management Infrastructure and community farming assets through incentives and
financial support in order to improve agriculture infrastructure in the country. All loans under this
facility receive a 3% annual interest subvention for up to %2 crore for a maximum of seven years, with
subvention on larger loans capped at the first 32 crore. Credit guarantee coverage up to 32 crore is
provided through the CGTMSE scheme, with the government bearing the fee, while FPOs may use the
guarantee facility under the DA&FW’s FPO promotion scheme. As of 30 October 2025, X75,140 crore
has been sanctioned for 1,34,272 projects under AIF, catalyzing an investment of %1,20,115 crore in
the agriculture sector. These projects include major components such as custom hiring centres,
processing units, warehouses, sorting and grading units, cold storage facilities, and various other post-
harvest management and farming assets.

The above initiatives/programmes of Government are to help in Startup India, Make in India
and Aatmanirbhar Bharat and will also contribute towards Vision 2047.



Annexure

Major Schemes/Programmes of Department of Agriculture & Farmers’ Welfare

. Pradhan Mantri Kisan Samman Nidhi (PM-KISAN)

Pradhan Mantri Kisan Maan Dhan Yojana (PM-KMY)

Pradhan Mantri Fasal Bima Yojana (PMFBY)/ Restructured Weather Based Crop Insurance
Scheme (RWBCIS)

Modified Interest Subvention Scheme (MISS)

Agriculture Infrastructure Fund (AIF)

Formation and Promotion of 10,000 new Farmer Producers Organizations (FPOs)

National Bee Keeping and Honey Mission (NBHM)

Namo Drone Didi

National Mission on Natural Farming (NMNF)

. Pradhan Mantri Annadata Aay SanraksHan Abhiyan (PM-AASHA)
. Agri Fund for Start-Ups & Rural Enterprises’ (AgriSURE)

. Per Drop More Crop (PDMC)

. Sub-Mission on Agriculture Mechanization (SMAM)

. Paramparagat Krishi Vikas Yojana (PKVY)

. Soil Health & Fertility (SH&F)

. Rainfed Area Development (RAD)

. Agroforestry

. Crop Diversification Programme (CDP)

. Sub-Mission on Agriculture Extension (SMAE)

. Sub-Mission on Seed and Planting Material (SMSP)

. National Food Security and Nutrition Mission (NFSNM)

. Integrated Scheme for Agriculture Marketing (ISAM)

. Mission for Integrated Development of Horticulture (MIDH)

. National Mission on Edible Oils (NMEO)-Oil Palm

. National Mission on Edible Oils (NMEO)-Oilseeds

. Mission Organic Value Chain Development for North Eastern Region
. Digital Agriculture Mission

. National Bamboo Mission
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