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Sustainable solution to burning of unused coal mines in Raniganj and Jharia   

  

60 Shri Sanjay Kumar Jha:              
  
Will the Minister of Coal be pleased to state: 
  

whether any sustainable solution could be implemented in view of the fact that coal fires are a 

cause of serious concern in Raniganj and Jharia coal fields. In Jharia, coal fires have been 

burning for over 100 years leading to gutting down homes and families abandoning their 

homes?  

  

ANSWER 

  

MINISTER OF COAL & MINES 

(SHRI G. KISHAN REDDY) 

  

Raniganj Coalfield : There are no active fires as on date in the Eastern Coalfields Limited 

(ECL). The Coal company is working in almost the entire area of Raniganj Coalfield. The 

Master Plan for Raniganj Coalfields, dealing with Fire, Subsidence & Rehabilitation within the 

leasehold area of ECL, approved by Government of India on 12.08.2009, had identified 7 active 

surface fire sites involving 755.00 Ha affected areas. All such identified active surface fire 

areas have been proactively doused, excavated or blanketed by Eastern Coalfields Limited. 

  

Jharia Coalfield: Jharia Master Plan was approved by the Government of India  in August 

2009 for dealing with Fire & Rehabilitation of affected families of Jharia Coalfield. After 

completion of the tenure of Jharia Master Plan in August 2021, a Committee, under the 

chairmanship of Secretary, Coal was constituted on 25.08.2021 to formulate way forward. 

Another Committee, under the chairmanship of Additional Secretary, Coal for implementation 

of Jharia Master Plan was constituted by Cabinet Secretariat on 12.12.2024. Based upon the 

recommendations of these committees, a Revised Jharia Master Plan was formulated and has 

been approved by the Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs on 25.06.2025 for dealing with 

Fire, Subsidence and Rehabilitation of affected families of Jharia Coalfield. Bharat Coking 

Coal Limited (BCCL) periodically conducts survey through National Remote Sensing Centre 

(NRSC), Hyderabad, for delineation of surface fire. As per the latest survey report of 2024-25, 

the surface fire area has been reduced to 1.53 sq. km spread over 18 locations from 1.80 sq. km 

spread over 27 locations (year 2020-21) and from the previous surveyed area of 3.26 sq. km 

spread over 34 locations (year 2017-18). The fire is being extinguished by digging out through 

excavation and blanketing with overburden dump. 
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