GOVERNMENT OF INDIA
MINISTRY OF EDUCATION
DEPARTMENT OF SCHOOL EDUCATION AND LITERACY

RAJYA SABHA

UNSTARRED QUESTION NO. 3058
ANSWERED ON 20.08.2025

Digital education tools
3058 Smt. Mausam B Noor :

Will the Minister of EDUCATION be pleased to state:

(a) whether Government has assessed the lack of access to digital education tools (e-devices,
internet) for tribal students in West Bengal, and if so, the details thereof;

(b) the details of schemes like PM e-Vidya or State initiatives to bridge this gap, including
funds disbursed; and

(c) the timeline for ensuring 100 per cent coverage of digital infrastructure in tribal schools?

ANSWER

MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF EDUCATION
(SHRI JAYANT CHAUDHARY)

(@) to (c) : Education is part of the Concurrent List of the Constitution and majority of the

schools are under the administration of the respective State Governments.

There are several comprehensive digital education initiatives undertaken for all
students across India including rural and tribal students by this Ministry. The Ministry of
Education implements ICT and Digital initiatives under Samagra Shiksha, aligned with
National Education Policy (NEP) 2020, to enhance digital learning in Government schools
across the country. The initiatives aim to enhance the quality of education by integrating
technology into teaching and learning processes including hardware, software, tablets,
laptops, and training resources, supporting digital boards, virtual classrooms, and DTH
channels. Under the scheme, funds are provided for setting up ICT Labs and Smart
Classrooms according to the requirement of the State after assessing of the gaps by the
States/UTs, submitted in the Annual Work Plan & Budget (AWP&B).

To saturate all secondary and higher secondary schools with ICT Labs and Smart
Classrooms, a Supplementary Project Approval Board (PAB) meeting was held on 28th May
2025. A total of 20,456 ICT Labs and 29,896 Smart Classrooms have been approved, with



financial approval of Rs. 911.13 crore for ICT Labs and Rs. 630.38 crore for Smart
Classrooms under Samagra Shiksha, in addition to earlier approval of 1,56,213 ICT Labs and
1,46,040 Smart Classrooms. The State of West Bengal has been approved for 79 Smart

Classrooms for secondary and senior secondary schools.

As per UDISE+ 2023-24, out of a total of 15,563 Government schools (Grade VI and
above) in West Bengal, 9,501 schools have internet facilities, 8,661 schools are equipped

with ICT labs, and 2,444 schools have smart classrooms.

A comprehensive initiative called PM eVidya was initiated as part of ‘Atma Nirbhar
Bharat Abhiyaan’ on 17th May, 2020, which unifies all efforts related to digital/online/on-air
education to enable multi-mode access to education across the country including those in the
rural and tribal areas. States/Union Territories (UTs) collaborate with NCERT to utilise,
monitor and evaluate the effectiveness of these initiatives as per their requirements. PM
eVidya includes 200 DTH TV Channels allotted to States/UTs/Autonomous Bodies
(ABs)/Other Ministries in Government of India and 400 Radio channels to enable them to
provide supplementary education as per their requirement in various Indian languages for
classes 1-12. The channels have been allocated to the States/UTs and Autonomous Bodies
under an MoU with NCERT and are operational. One hour of content on Digital Literacy is
broadcasted by NCERT daily on DTH Channels and YouTube to enhance the digital literacy
of students and teachers in rural areas. The State of West Bengal has been allocated 5
channels (channel no 183 to 187) to disseminate content in local/regional languages as per

their requirement.

Digital Infrastructure for Knowledge Sharing (DIKSHA) is the Nation’s One Nation,
One Digital platform for providing quality e-content for school education in States/UTs along
with QR coded Energised Textbooks (ETBSs) for all grades.

The total 485 number of Ekalavya Model Residential Schools (EMRSs) are functional
in country presently, out of which 8 are functional in West Bengal. As informed by State

Government all functional EMRSs in West Bengal have digital infrastructure.

The Union Budget 2025 includes a provision under the BharatNet project to extend
broadband connectivity to government secondary schools in rural areas in a phased manner,
through BSNL.
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