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IRRIGATION, WATER BODY RESTORATION SCHEMES IN BIHAR
1659 #. SHRI SANJAY KUMAR JHA
Will the Minister of JAL SHAKTI be pleased to state:
(a) details of irrigation projects and water bodies restoration schemes sanctioned in the State of Bihar
during the last five years under Pradhan Mantri Krishi Sinchayee Yojana (PMKSY), Repair, Renovation
and Restoration (RRR) of Water Bodies, Har Khet Ko Pani and Jal Shakti Abhiyan, which include ponds
(talabs), tanks and traditional systems like ahar-pyne;
(b) number of water bodies restored, renovated ponds, length of newly constructed canals (in km) and
newly created additional irrigated area (total hectares) in the State of Bihar; and
(c) impact on farmers of the State of Bihar, including improvement in crop yield, farmer's income,
groundwater recharge, employment in rural areas?
ANSWER

THE MINISTER OF STATE FOR JAL SHAKTI
(SHRI RAJ BHUSHAN CHOUDHARY)
(a) to (¢) Government of India launched the Pradhan Mantri Krishi Sinchayee Yojana (PMKSY) scheme
in 2015-16 by consolidating several ongoing initiatives, including the Accelerated Irrigation Benefits
Programme (AIBP), Command Area Development & Water Management (CADWM), Surface Minor
Irrigation (SMI), Repair, Rejuvenation & Restoration (RRR) of Water Bodies, Integrated Watershed
Management Programme (IWMP), and the Micro Irrigation component of On Farm Water Management
(OFWM). The primary objective of PMKSY is to enhance physical access to water for farms, expand
cultivable areas under assured irrigation, improve on-farm water use efficiency, and promote sustainable
water conservation practices.

Har Khet Ko Pani (HKKP) is one of the key components of PMKSY. The Surface Minor Irrigation
and RRR of Water Bodies schemes were incorporated as part of PMKSY-HKKP. Under the RRR of Water
Bodies component of PMKSY-HKKP, Government of India has approved a cluster of 10 number Repair,
Renovation and Restoration (RRR) of Water Bodies schemes of Bihar having an estimated cost of Rs.
73.05 crore for providing the Central Assistance amounting to Rs. 43.83 crore under the Pradhan Mantri

Krishi Sinchayee Yojna -Har Khet Ko Pani (PMKSY-HKKP) in March 2025. The scheme aims to restore a



Irrigation Potential (IP) of 5,477 hectares and revive water storage capacity of 3.187 million cubic meters
(MCM).

Further, under the PMKSY-AIBP, one project, namely the Koshi-Mechi Intra-state River Link
Project, pertaining to Bihar having an estimated cost of Rs. 6282.32 crore and targeted irrigation
Potenential of 2.15 lakh hactare has been included in March 2025.

The Ministry of Jal Shakti has also been implementing the Jal Shakti Abhiyan: Catch the Rain (JSA:
CTR) initiative, focusing on five key areas: water conservation and rainwater harvesting, reuse and
recharge structures, watershed development, intensive afforestation, and renovation of traditional water
bodies. Under the JSA: CTR initiative, a total of 30,142 traditional water bodies in Bihar were renovated
during the JSA years 2021 to 2025.

To strengthen JSA: CTR, "Jal Sanchay Jan Bhagidari" (JSJB) initiative, launched in Surat, Gujarat
on 6th September 2024, focuses on intensifying community action and mobilization to build low cost
rainwater harvesting structures in low cost and saturation mode. Under the JSJB initative, a total 133891
works related to ground water recharge and storage works have been completed in Bihar up to 31st May
2025.

The Ground Water Resources of the country including Bihar is being assessed every year jointly by
Central Ground Water Board (CGWB) and State Governments. The temporal comparison of groundwater
resources in respect of Bihar exhibited enhanced recharge of 2.74 BCM in the Year 2024 as compared to
2017. This improvements in groundwater recharge is the result of continuous efforts by both Central and

State authorities in rejuvenating groundwater and natural water resources.
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