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RAJYA SABHA
UNSTARRED QUESTION NO. 1328
TO BE ANSWERED ON 31.07.2025

Death of Blackbucks due to excessive rainwater in Gujarat
1328. SHRI SHAKTISINH GOHIL:

Will the Minister of ENVIRONMENT, FOREST AND CLIMATE CHANGE be pleased to
state:

(a)  the number of Blackbucks(Kaliyar) died due to flooding of excessive rainwater in the
Black buck sanctuary in Bhavnagar district of Gujarat in last five years;

(b)  whether Government is aware that the primary reason for the repeated flooding of the
sanctuary is the allotment of land which was done on the name of salt farming after the
gross violation of entire rule and it has obstructed the natural flow of water into the rive
1, thereby leading to waterlogging and death of blackbucks during the rainy season; and

(¢) ifso, the steps being taken by Government in this regard?

ANSWER

MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF ENVIRONMENT, FOREST AND CLIMATE
CHANGE
(SHRIKIRTI VARDHAN SINGH)

(a) to (c) The protection and management of wildlife and its habitat is primarily the
responsibility of the concerned State Government and Union Territory
Administration. As per the information received from the State
Government of Gujarat there have been no recorded deaths of
blackbucks due to flooding in the Black Buck National Park, Velavadar
and Bhavnagar during the last five years.

The important steps taken to protect wildlife including black bucks is as
follows:

i.  Black buck (Antilopecervicapra) listed in Schedule I of the Wild
Life (Protection) Act, 1972, thereby according them highest
degree of protection.

ii. A network of Protected Areas namely viz., National Park,
Sanctuaries, Conservation Reserves and Community Reserves
covering important wildlife habitat have been created all over the
country under the provisions of the Wild Life (Protection) Act,



1il.

1972 for conservation of wildlife and their habitats, Protected
areas specifically for Black buck conservation have also been
created in the country.

The Central Government provides financial assistance to State
Governments and Union Territory Administrations under the
Centrally Sponsored Schemes “Integrated Development of
Wildlife Habitats’ for management of wildlife and its habitat in the
country including blackbucks.
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