GOVERNMENT OF INDIA
MINISTRY OF JAL SHAKTI
DEPARTMENT OF DRINKING WATER & SANITATION

RAJYA SABHA
UNSTARRED QUESTION NO. 106
ANSWERED ON 21.07.2025

DOMESTIC TAP CONNECTION
106 # SMT. SUNETRA AJIT PAWAR:
Will the Minister of JAL SHAKT]I be pleased to state:

(a) the updated targets and timelines for achieving 100 per cent functional household tap connections
under Jal Jeevan Mission, especially in remote and difficult areas, particularly in the State of
Mabharashtra;

(b) the robust mechanisms in place to ensure quality of piped water supplied to households,
including regular testing for contaminants; and

(c) the measures being taken to ensure long-term sustainability of water sources for tap water
schemes, particularly focusing on groundwater recharge, rainwater harvesting and revival of
traditional water bodies?

ANSWER

MINISTER OF STATE FOR JAL SHAKTI
(SHRI V. SOMANNA)

(@) Government of India, in partnership with States/UTs including Maharashtra is implementing
Jal Jeevan Mission, since August, 2019, to make provision of tap water supply to every rural
household in the country, including remote and difficult areas. As per the data reported by the State
of Maharashtra, the state has planned to achieve 100% FHTC coverage by December 2026.

(b) The following mechanism are in place under JJM to ensure quality of piped water supplied to
households, including regular testing for contaminants:

i) Under Jal Jeevan Mission, as per existing guidelines, Bureau of Indian Standards’
BIS:10500 standards are adopted as benchmarks for quality of water being supplied
through the piped water supply schemes.

ii) To enable States/ UTs to test water samples for water quality, and for sample
collection, reporting, monitoring and surveillance of drinking water sources, an
online JJM—-Water Quality Management Information System (WQMIS) portal has
been developed. The State—wise details of water quality test reported through
WQMIS are available in public domain and can be accessed at:

https://ejalshakti.gov.in/fWQMIS/Main/report
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i)

Vi)

As per the Operational Guidelines, States/ UTs focus has been given to Water Quality
Monitoring & Surveillance (WQM&S) activities, which inter-alia includes setting up
and strengthening of water quality testing laboratories, procurement of equipment,
instruments, chemicals, glassware, consumables, hiring of skilled manpower,
surveillance by community using field test kits (FTKs), awareness generation,
educational programmes on water quality, accreditation/recognition of laboratories,
etc.

To enable States/ UTs to test water samples for water quality, and for sample
collection, reporting, monitoring and surveillance of drinking water sources, an
online JJM — Water Quality Management Information System (WQMIS) portal has
been developed.

In order to empower the communities to monitor the water quality, States/ UTs have
also been advised to identify and train 5 persons, preferably women, in every village
to conduct water quality testing using Field Testing Kits (FTKs)/ bacteriological vials
at village level and report the same on the WQMIS portal. So far, as reported by
States/UTs, more than 24.80 lakh women have been trained for testing water using
FTKSs.

A ‘Citizen Corner’ was also developed on the JJM Dashboard. The corner included
display of water quality test results in the public domain to further create awareness
and build confidence among people about the quality of water supplies through the
PWS in rural areas.

(c) Water being a State subject, it was provisioned in the guidelines, to form a source finding
committee, to certify the sources based on which pipes water supply scheme was to be designed.
Further, to ensure long-term sustainability of drinking water supply in each village, a 5-year Village
Action Plan (VAP) is to be prepared which includes provision of regular operation and maintenance,
steps for drinking water source sustainability, source strengthening, rain water recharge,
rejuvenation of existing water bodies, greywater management & reuse, etc. with convergence of
fund available under different schemes such as MGNREGS, Integrated Watershed Management
Programme (IWMP), 15th Finance Commission tied grants to RLBs/ PRIs, State schemes, CSR
funds, etc. at the village level.
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