GOVERNMENT OF INDIA
MINISTRY OF CULTURE

RAJYA SABHA

STARRED QUESTION NUMBER *205 #
TO BE ANSWERED ON 07.08.2025

TRANSLATION OF IMPORTANT MOTIVATIONAL AND BIOGRAPHICAL
LITERATURE

*205 # SHRI GOVINDBHAI LALJIBHAI DHOLAKIA:
Will the Minister of Culture be pleased to state:

(a) whether Government has taken specific initiative to facilitate translation of important
motivational and biographical literature from international sources into Hindi;

(b) whether Government has taken joint initiatives in collaboration with the Ministry of
Education and other relevant stakeholders to promote the habit of reading literature among

students; and

(c) whether these efforts are designed to reduce dependence on mobile devices and foster a new
enthusiasm for reading in the younger generation

ANSWER

MINISTER OF CULTURE & TOURISM
(GAJENDRA SINGH SHEKHAWAT)

(a) to (c): The statement is laid at the table of the house.



STATEMENT REFERRED TO IN REPLY TO PART (A) TO (C) OF RAJYA SABHA
STARRED QUESTION NUMBER 205 FOR 07.08.2025

(a) Yes Sir, Sahitya Akademi, an autonomous body under the Ministry of Culture, since its inception,
has been engaged in the translation of literary works including motivational and biographical literature
from international languages such as Russian, English, Spanish, Chinese, etc., into Hindi. A list of a few
publications of these translations is provided at Annexure — 1.

In addition, the National Book Trust (NBT), India, an autonomous organisation under the
Ministry of Education, is established to promote books and the habit of reading, has also
published translations of notable international literary works into Hindi and other Indian
languages. A representative list of such publications is enclosed at Annexure — I1.

Apart from the efforts of the Government, several universities with departments of
foreign languages, as well as private publishers and literary groups, are engaged in the translation
of such literature into Hindi.

(b) & (¢) Sahitya Akademi, in collaboration with the National Book Trust, Ministry of
Education participates in International Book Fairs to promote the reading habit and appreciation
of literature among adults and students alike;.

In addition, the Ministry of Culture, through Sahitya Akademi, organises dedicated
programmes for children as part of its Annual Festival of Letters, including Spin-a-Tale—
comprising story writing, poetry writing, and drawing competitions. The Akademi also conducts
an annual creative writing workshop in Hindi and English titled Kissa-O-Kalam: The Speaking
Pen, aimed at nurturing young literary talent.

In both of these programmes, child participants are not allowed to use mobile phones and
are encouraged to read and write independently, fostering creativity and imagination through
direct engagement with literature.
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ANNEXURE REFERRED TO IN REPLY TO PART (a) OF THE RAJYA SABHA
STARRED QUESTION NO. 205 FOR 07.08.2025
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ANNEXURE 11

ANNEXURE REFERRED TO IN REPLY TO PART (a) OF THE RAJYA SABHA
STARRED QUESTION NO. 205 FOR 07.08.2025

LITERARY WORKS (NATIONAL BOOK TRUST)
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