GOVERNMENT OF INDIA
DEPARTMENT OF ATOMIC ENERGY
RAJYA SABHA
UNSTARRED QUESTION NO. 3687
ANSWERED ON 03/04/2025

NATIONAL RARE EARTHS POLICY

3687. SHRI NEERAJ DANGI

SHRI AKHILESH PRASAD SINGH

Will the PRIME MINISTER be pleased to state:-

() the progress made on the implementation of the National Rare Earths Policy and the

expected timeline for achieving its objectives;

(b) the steps being taken to enhance domestic production of rare earth elements and reduce

import dependency; and

(c) whether Government has undertaken any economic impact assessment on India’s rare

earth sector and if so, the details thereof?
ANSWER

THE MINISTER OF STATE FOR PERSONNEL, PUBLIC GRIEVANCES AND PENSIONS
AND PRIME MINISTER’S OFFICE (DR. JITENDRA SINGH)

(a) Government of India has launched the National Critical Mineral Mission (NCMM) in 2025

to establish an effective framework for India's self-reliance in the critical mineral sector.
Under the NCMM, Geological Survey of India (GSI) has been assigned to carry out 1200
exploration projects from 2024-25 to 2030-31.

(b) In order to reduce the import dependency of Rare Earth Elements (REE), Atomic Minerals

(©)

Directorate for Exploration and Research (AMD) is carrying out exploration to augment
resources of REE along the coastal / inland / riverine placer sands of the country for
augmentation of heavy mineral resource, which include monazite (a phosphate mineral
containing Th and REE) and xenotime (a phosphate mineral of yttrium and REE) as well as
in several potential geological domains (hard rock) of the country. Further, during the last
three years (2021-22 to 2023-24), GSI has taken up 368 mineral exploration projects on
critical minerals including Rare Earth Elements (REE) and for 2024-25, GSI has taken up
195 exploration projects to assess the mineral potential of critical minerals including REE
specified in Part D of First Schedule of the MMDR Amendment Act, 2023.

IREL (India) Limited (IREL), a Public Sector Undertaking (PSU) under Department of
Atomic Energy (DAE) has been mandated to produce Rare Earth Elements in the form of
high pure Rare Earth Oxides from Rare Earths (RE) bearing mineral Monazite in India.
IREL has been operating in three locations having the facility for integrated mining and
processing of mineral sands and a facility each for extraction and refining of rare earths.
With the grant of Letter of Intent (Lol) for three more reserve deposits in different
geographies of India, the domestic production is planned to be enhanced.

As a part of functioning of IREL, IREL undertakes economic feasibility of mining of Rare
Earths before taking up mining operations at each location.
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