GOVERNMENT OF INDIA
MINISTRY OF TRIBAL AFFAIRS
RAJYA SABHA
UNSTARRED QUESTION NO- #3655
TO BE ANSWERED ON- 02/04/2025

PROMOTION OF TRIBAL ART AND CULTURE IN MADHYA PRADESH
3655# SMT. MAYA NAROLIYA:
Will the Minister of TRIBAL AFFAIRS be pleased to state:

(a) the steps taken to preserve and promote tribal art, culture and handicrafts in Madhya
Pradesh;

(b) the details of fairs or exhibitions organised by Government to showcase the tribal
heritage at the national level; and

(c) the scheme to provide marketing assistance to tribal artisans and craftsmen in the State?

ANSWER

MINISTER OF STATE FOR TRIBAL AFFAIRS
(SHRI DURGADAS UIKEY)

(a): Ministry of Tribal Affairs, Government of India under the Centrally Sponsored scheme
‘Support to Tribal Research Institutes (TRIs)’ extends financial support to 29 Tribal Research
Institutes (TRIs) in States/Union Territories (UTs) including Tribal Research Institute
Bhopal, Madhya Pradesh on the basis of the Annual Action Plan submitted by the States/UTs
subject to the approval of the Apex Committee chaired by the Secretary, Ministry of Tribal
Affairs. Under the Scheme, proposals relating to infrastructural needs, research &
documentation activities and training & capacity building programmes, organization of tribal
festivals, yatras for promotion of unique cultural heritage and tourism and organisation of
exchange visits by tribals are organised so that their cultural practices, languages and ritual
are preserved and disseminated. TRIs are primarily institutions under the administrative
control of the State Government/UT Administration. The Ministry undertakes following
initiatives for the preservation/documentation and promotion of tribal art, culture and
handicrafts which are as under:



ii.
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1v.
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Tribal Research Institutes organise different events like National Tribal Craft Mela,
National/State Tribal Dance Festival, Art Competition, Workshop — cum — Exhibition
on Tribal paintings and state-level tribal poet and writers meet.

Research studies/publication of books/documentation including audio visual
documentaries for promotion of rich tribal cultural heritage which includes
preservation of tribal languages.

Research and documentation of Indigenous practices by tribal healers and medicinal
plants, Adivasi Languages, agriculture system, dances and paintings, organization of
literary festivals, publication of books written by tribal writers/ authors, translation
works and literature competitions, etc. Preparing Bilingual Dictionaries, Trilingual
Proficiency Modules, Primers for students of Class I, II and III in tribal languages
under Multi-Lingual Education (MLE) Intervention in the line of New Education
Policy 2020. Publishing Varnamala, local rhymes, and stories in tribal languages.
Publishing books, journals on different tribal languages to promote tribal literature.
Documenting folklore, and folktales of different tribes for preservation and promotion
of tribal folk tradition. Collecting oral literature (songs, riddles, ballads etc.)

Ministry has developed a searchable digital repository where all research papers,
books, reports and documents, folks' songs, photos/videos are uploaded. The
repositories can be visited at https://repository.tribal.gov.in/ (Tribal Digital Document
Repository)

Government of India has declared 15th November as Janjatiya Gaurav Divas to
honour all the tribal freedom fighters to remember and acknowledge their contribution
to the freedom struggle and cultural heritage, and to re-energize the efforts for the
socio-economic development of the tribal regions. The Ministry of Tribal Affairs along
with other central ministries, state governments, and other institutions are celebrating
the glorious history of its tribal people, culture, and achievements since 2021.

Development of bilingual Primers for the preservation of tribal languages and
enhancement of learning achievement levels amongst the Scheduled Tribe Students.

Tribal cultural exchange programmes.

Further, Ministry of Tribal Affairs sanctioned Raja Shankar Shah Kunwar Raghunath Shah
Tribal Freedom Fighters Museum at Jabalpur and Shri Badal Bhoi Tribal Freedom Fighters
Museum at Chhindwara in Madhya Pradesh to acknowledge the heroic and patriotic deeds of
tribal people and to exhibit rich tribal cultural heritage of the region. Both the museums were
inaugurated on 15.11.2024 on the occasion of Janjatiya Gaurav Diwas.

Moreover, as informed, Tribal Research Institute Madhya Pradesh has documented Bhili,
Baigani, Korku, Mawasi and Gondi languages through folk tales, folklores etc, organised
tribal festival (Adirang) at Balaghat, Chhindwara, Shahdol & Betul district which included
craft mela, photo exhibition and tribal food stalls besides tribal dances and video
documentation of 9 Gond forts.



(b) & (¢): Ministry of Tribal Affairs is implementing “Pradhan Mantri Janjatiya Vikas
Mission” (PMJVM) scheme through TRIFED to preserve and promote tribal art, culture and
handicrafts and for socio-economic development of tribal communities across the country
including Madhya Pradesh. TRIFED organizes “Aadi Mahotsav” annually at Delhi to
showcase tribal products at the national level. TRIFED undertakes retail marketing of tribal
products through its TRIBES India Outlets & E-Commerce platforms. It also organizes
Exhibitions like Aadi Bazaar, Aadi Chitra etc at various parts of the country. Further, under
the scheme of Pradhan Mantri Janjatiya Vikas Mission (PMJVM), TRIFED undertakes
empanelment of tribal artisan and procurement of various tribal products from them for
generating livelihood opportunities for tribal communities.
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