GOVERNMENT OF INDIA
MINISTRY OF PORTS, SHIPPING AND WATERWAYS

RAJYA SABHA
UNSTARRED QUESTION NO. 3509
ANSWERED ON 01.04.2025

INFRASTRUCTURE AND LOGISTICAL CAPABILITIES OF WATERWAYS

3509. SMT. RAJANI ASHOKRAO PATIL:
Will the Minister of PORTS, SHIPPING AND WATERWAYS be pleased to state:

(a) how the Ministry is leveraging its infrastructure and logistics capabilities to improve
the transportation and essential supplies to remote and underserved areas;

(b) the details of Government's initiatives to promote inland waterways for the efficient
and cost-effective transportation of food grains and other essential commodities to remote
and underserved areas; and

(©) how the Ministry is collaborating with other Ministries to ensure the timely and
efficient delivery of food aid and nutrition supplements to vulnerable populations in times of
need?

ANSWER

MINISTER OF PORTS, SHIPPING AND WATERWAYS
(SHRI SARBANANDA SONOWAL)

(a) to (c)To promote National Waterways(NWs) for the efficient and cost-effective
transportation of cargo including food grains and other essential commodities to remote and
underserved areas, 111 National Waterways (NWs) were declared in the country vide
National Waterways Act, 2016. Some of the initiatives for promoting Inland Water Transport
(IWT) are as under:

e A scheme for providing 35% incentive to promote the utilization of inland waterways
transport sector by cargo owners and for establishing scheduled service for cargo
movement on NW-1 and NW-2 and NW-16 via Indo Bangladesh Protocol has been
approved by the Government.

e The National Waterways (Construction of Jetties / Terminals) Regulations 2025 has
been notified, allowing private companies to invest and operate Inland Waterways
infrastructure by providing a clear regulatory framework to attract private sector
investment for facilitating the growth of inland waterways sector.



For modal shift of cargo to waterways, more than 140 Public Sector Units have been
approached to plan their movement using Inland Water Transport mode. They have
been requested to outline their current status of cargo movement through the
waterways and their plan for modal shift of cargo.

Fairway maintenance works (river training, maintenance dredging, channel marking
and regular hydrographic surveys) are taken up in various National Waterways
(NWs).

49 community jetties, 20 floating terminals, 3 Multi-Modal Terminals (MMTs) and 1
Inter-Modal Terminal (IMT) have been constructed on NW-1 (River Ganga) in
addition to 5 pre-existing permanent terminals.

9 Permanent Inland Water Transport terminals with godowns and 2 Ro-Ro/Ro-Pax
terminals have been constructed on NW-3 (West Coast Canal in Kerala).
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