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GOVERNMENT OF INDIA 

MINISTRY OF JAL SHAKTI 

DEPARTMENT OF DRINKING WATER & SANITATION 

 

RAJYA SABHA 

UNSTARRED QUESTION NO. 2626 

ANSWERED ON 24.03.2025 

 

DEPENDENCY ON PRIVATE TANKERS IN MARATHWADA 

 

2626 DR. FAUZIA KHAN: 

 

Will the Minister of JAL SHAKTI be pleased to state: 

(a) whether Government is aware that all the districts in the Marathwada region of the State of 

Maharashtra are increasingly dependent on private water tankers due to persistent water scarcity, 

exacerbated by climate change and unsustainable agricultural practices; 

(b) if so, the steps being taken to enhance public water supply infrastructure and reduce reliance 

on private tankers; 

(c) whether Government has assessed the impact of excessive groundwater extraction and 

sugarcane farming on water availability; and 

(d) the measures being implemented to improve rainwater harvesting, groundwater recharge, and 

long-term water security in the region? 

ANSWER 

 

MINISTER OF STATE FOR JAL SHAKTI 

(SHRI V. SOMANNA)  

(a) & (b) Government of India, in partnership with States/UTs including Maharashtra is 

implementing Jal Jeevan Mission, since August, 2019, to make provision of tap water supply to 

every rural household in the country. 

 

Drinking water is a state subject and the power to plan, approve and implement drinking water 

supply schemes/projects is vested in the State Government. As per the operational guidelines of 

JJM, the State Water and Sanitation Mission (SWSM) and District Water and Sanitation Mission 

(DWSM) is responsible for the overall implementation of Jal Jeevan Mission at the state and 

district level respectively. 

 

Under Jal Jeevan Mission (JJM), the Department of Drinking Water and Sanitation provides 

financial, policy guidance and technical assistance to the States and Union Territories for 

implementing their drinking water supply schemes. The details of villages being provided drinking 

water through water tankers are not maintained at Government of India level. 

 

(c)   As reported by Central Ground Water Board (CGWB), the impact of excessive groundwater 

extraction for sugarcane farming on water availability has not been assessed. However, Central 

Ground Water Board (CGWB), in collaboration with State Governments, is conducting an annual 

assessment of Dynamic Ground Water Resources across the country since 2022, including 

Marathwada region of the State of Maharashtra.  
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As per the latest (2024) assessment, the Annual Extractable Ground Water Resource for 

Marathwada region is 7.676 BCM (Billion Cubic Metre). The Annual Ground Water Extraction 

for all uses is 3.891 BCM, out of which, about 3.669 BCM (94.3%) has been utilised for irrigation 

activities. The Stage of Ground Water Extraction, which is a measure of Annual Ground Water 

Extraction for all uses (irrigation, industrial and domestic uses) over Annual Extractable Ground 

Water Resource is 50.70% for the Marathwada region as a whole. 

 

(d)  Water being a State subject, steps for augmentation, conservation and efficient management 

of water resources are primarily undertaken by the respective State Governments. Under JJM, 

provisions have been made for drinking water source development/ strengthening/ augmentation; 

and infrastructure for bulk transfer of water, treatment and distribution systems in water deficit 

drought-prone and desert areas without dependable ground water sources, apart from creation of 

in-village water supply infrastructure. 

To achieve drinking water security, every village has to prepare a 5-year Village Action Plan under 

Jal Jeevan Mission which inter alia includes augmentation and strengthening of drinking water 

sources to be taken up in convergence with other schemes at village level viz. MGNREGS, 

15thFinance Commission tied grants to Rural Local Bodies (RLBs)/ PRIs, Integrated Watershed 

Management Programme (IWMP), State schemes, District Mineral Development Fund, CSR 

funds, community contribution, etc. 

The important steps taken by the Central Government for sustainable ground water management 

and addressing water scarcity in the country including Marathwada region may be seen at  

https://cdnbbsr.s3waas.gov.in/s3a70dc40477bc2adceef4d2c90f47eb82/uploads/2024/07/2024071

6706354487.pdf.  

 

***** 
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