GOVERNMENT OF INDIA
MINISTRY OF CHEMICALS AND FERTILIZERS
DEPARTMENT OF CHEMICALS AND PETROCHEMICALS
RAJYA SABHA
UNSTARRED QUESTION NO. 989
TO BE ANSWERED ON 12.12.2023

ACTION ON ADULTERATION ACTIVITIES IN FRUITS AND VEGETABLES
989. Dr. Kalpana Saini:

Will the Minister of CHEMICALS AND FERTILIZERS be pleased to state:

(a) whether FSSAI has sought action taken report from all State Governments regarding
adulteration activities in fruits and vegetables, as at present, chemicals are being widely used
for unnatural ripening/shining of fruits/vegetables in the country;

(b) if so, the details thereof, State-wise;

(c) if not, the reasons therefor and by when such report will be ensured from all State
Governments in the interest of the common man; and

(d) the number of cases of chemical adulteration of fruits/vegetables registered in the country
during the last three years and the specific update on punitive action taken thereon, State-wise?

ANSWER

MINISTER OF STATE FOR CHEMICALS AND FERTILIZERS
(SHRI BHAGWANTH KHUBA)

(a) & (b) : Food Safety and Standards Authority of India (FSSAI) has prohibited the use of
Carbide gas in artificial ripening of fruits but has allowed the use of ethylene gas at a
concentration up to 100 ppm depending upon the crop, variety and maturity. Further, FSSAI
has prescribed the maximum residue limits/maximum limits for pesticides and contaminants
on various foods products through the Food Safety and Standards (Contaminants toxins and
Residues) Regulation 2011. FSSAI has also notified FSS (Prohibition and Restriction on sale)
Regulation, 2011 wherein FSSAI has prohibited use of acetylene gas/ carbide gas for ripening
of fruits. FSSAI through State/UTs and its Regional Offices conducts regular surveillance,
monitoring, inspection and random sampling of food products, including checks for
adulteration activities in fruits/vegetables.

However, no separate data particularly related to Chemical adulteration for unnatural ripening/
shining of fruits/vegetables in the country is being maintained.



(c): FSSALI has already issued advisories to all the States/UTs and its regional offices (ROs)
through advisory dated 03.04.2023, 24.07.2023 & 21.11.2023 to keep strict vigil on FBOs
engaged in business of fresh fruit & vegetable. Special enforcement/surveillance drives are
being conducted by States/UTs & ROs from time to time to ensure the compliance of standards
specified under FSSR.

(d): Details may be seen at Annexure-1.



Annexure-I
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