GOVERNMENT OF INDIA
MINISTRY OF JAL SHAKTI
DEPARTMENT OF WATER RESOURCES, RIVER DEVELOPMENT & GANGA REJUVENATION
RAJYA SABHA
UNSTARRED QUESTION NO. 890

ANSWERED ON 11.12.2023

PROJECT ARTHA GANGA
890.  DR. SONAL MANSINGH
Will the Minister of JAL SHAKTTI be pleased to state:
(a) whether a project named Artha Ganga has been started by Government;
(b) whether the Artha Ganga Project aims to develop sustainable development model with focus on economic
activities related to river Ganga; and
(c) whether any short-term and long-term goals have been set in relation to the said project?

ANSWER
THE MINISTER OF STATE FOR JAL SHAKTI
(SHRI BISHWESWAR TUDU)
(a) & (b) Arth Ganga is an initiative added recently to the Namami Ganga Program launched by the
Government in 2014. It was decided in the meeting of National Ganga Council (NGC) held on 14th
December 2019 to launch a new concept as the name Arth Ganga, which is a sustainable and viable economic
development model to strengthen the river-people connect through an economic bridge. Accordingly, it was
decided that the Namami Gange mission should lead the concept of Arth Ganga with the involvement of
different ministries/departments and other stakeholders, institution & community organization. So it was
added as a vertical of Namami Ganga Program, in addition to the 4 verticals — Nirmal Ganga, Aviral Ganga,
Jan Ganga and Gyan Ganga, existing till then.
Six pillars of Arth-Ganga identified are: Promotion of Natural Framing on 5 kms band either side of

River Ganga; Monetisation and reuse of Treated water and sludge from the STPs; Improvement of Livelihood
opportunities, particularly for women; Promotion of Tourism and Cultural heritage; People’s Participation and
Building of capacities and institutions. Implementation of these initiatives is aimed to develop sustainable
development model with focus on economic activities related to river Ganga. Several activities under Arth
Ganga have been taken up by National Mission for Clean Ganga in coordination with various

ministries/departments and other stakeholders, to achieve the goal.

(c) While no specific short-term goals have been set, however, the long-term objective of Arth Ganga is to
link people and Ganga through the economic bridge in line with river rejuvenation, by garnering people’s

participation for Ganga conservation and promoting sustainable development.
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