GOVERNMENT OF INDIA
MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE AND FARMERS WELFARE
DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE AND FARMERS WELFARE

RAJYA SABHA
UNSTARRED QUESTION NO. 1451
TO BE ANSWERED ON 15/12/2023

CENTRES OF EXCELLENCE UNDER MIDH
1451. SHRI K. R. SURESH REDDY:
Will the Minister of AGRICULTURE AND FARMERS WELFARE be pleased to state:

(@ whether the Centers of Excellence (CoEs), established by Government under the
Mission for Integrated Development of Horticulture (MIDH), are equipped with the latest
technologies and infrastructure to provide farmers and horticulture professionals with hands-
on training and practical experience in various aspects of horticulture, including crop
production, post-harvest management, marketing, and value addition;

(b) if so, the details thereof; and
(c) if not, the reasons therefor?
ANSWER

THE MINISTER OF AGRICULTURE AND FARMERS WELFARE
(SHRI ARJUN MUNDA)

(@) to (c) The Ministry of Agriculture and Farmers Welfare is implementing Mission for
Integrated Development of Horticulture (MIDH) under which Centres of Excellence (CoEs)
can be established for different horticulture crops with technology support from Indian R&D
system or can be established through bilateral cooperation. The CoE serves as demonstration
and training centre for latest technologies in horticulture development. The centre also
serves as source of planting material for fruits and vegetable seedlings for protected
cultivation.

Demonstration of modern production techniques for water conservation such as
protected structures including poly house & net house, plastic low tunnel, mulching and
automated/computer-controlled drip irrigation and fertigation system etc., skill development
and capacity building are inter-alia, some of the major interventions of the CoEs. Various
technologies for development of horticulture including crop production, post-harvest
management, value addition are being demonstrated at these Centres.

As on date, 51 crop specific Centres of Excellence have been approved under Indo-
Israel Cooperation, Indo-Dutch Cooperation and through Research Institutes. More than 3.4
lakh farmers have been provided training in these Centres.
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