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Will the Minister of EXTERNAL AFFAIRS be pleased to state :-

(a) whether e-Passport service has been launched by Government to make passports in the
country;

(b) if so, the features of e-Passport service;

(c) the total number of new e-Passports issued to passport applicants through this service in
the country so far; and 

(d) the future expansion plan of Government for this service, the details thereof?

ANSWER

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 

(SHRI V. MURALEEDHARAN)

(a to d) The ePassport service is not yet launched by the Government. 

At present the ePassport Project is under testing and the Pilot-launch of ePassport is targeted
soon. Thereafter, after the successful pilot launch, the ePassport will be rolled out in phases
across the country.

ePassport, is a combined paper and electronic passport with a Radio Frequency Identification
(RFID) Chip and an antenna embedded as an inlay. The passport’s critical information will
be printed on its data page as well as stored in the chip. The main benefit of the ePassport is
its enhanced ability to maintain the integrity of its data. The ePassport has the data in printed
form on the booklet, as well as digitally stored in the chip, thus makes it harder to forge. 
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