GOVERNMENT OF INDIA
MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS
RAJYA SABHA
UNSTARRED QUESTION NO-1343
ANSWERED ON- 14/12/2023

VACANT POSTS IN THE PASSPORT OFFICES OF GUJARAT
#1343. SHRI SHAKTISINH GOHIL
Will the Minister of EXTERNAL AFFAIRS be pleased to state :-

(a) the number of posts, category-wise, lying vacant in the Passport Offices of Gujarat along with
their vacancy period,;

(b) whether Government is aware of the fact that issuance and renewal of passports to people is
taking long time due to vacant posts in the Passport Office at Ahmedabad; and

(c) by when the vacant posts will be filled?

ANSWER
THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS
(SHRI V. MURALEEDHARAN)

(a to ¢) Due to shortage of officials across India in the Central Passport Organisation, there are 39
posts vacant in the state of Gujarat at different categories, the details of which are as follows: Group
‘A’ -0, Group ‘B’ Gazetted - 21 and Group ‘B’ (non-gazetted) & Group ‘C’ — 18.

For filling up of vacant posts, since the recruitment is through the Staff Selection Commission, the
vacancies will be filled up when the results are announced and subsequent appointment orders are
issued. Meanwhile, Ministry has hired 23 Data Entry Operators and 02 Multi Tasking Staff for the
Passport Offices of Gujarat for their smooth functioning.

To expedite the issuance and renewal of passports in Gujarat, Government has taken several
measures including opening of Passport Seva Kendras (PSKs) and Post Office Passport Seva
Kendras on Saturdays, creating camp PSKs additional passport processing counters at Passport
Offices, releasing additional appointments daily, cross-granting practices and deployment of
additional personnel.
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