GOVERNMENT OF INDIA
MINISTRY OF PORTS, SHIPPING AND WATERWAYS
RAJYA SABHA
UNSTARRED QUESTION NO. 629
ANSWERED ON 25.07.2023

IMPROVEMENT OF MARITIME INFRASTRUCTURE

629. DR. FAUZIA KHAN:
Will the Minister of PORTS, SHIPPING AND WATERWAYS be pleased to state:

(a) whether Government has undertaken any measures to improve maritime infrastructure,
particularly ports and shipping facilities, to support the increased trade facilitated by the Act East
policy;

(b) if so, the details thereof including specific projects, and their status, and if not, the reasons
therefor;

(c) how the Act East policy and its associated trade expansion strategies are integrated with the
development plans for North eastern region of the country, which is considered as a gateway to
South east Asia?

ANSWER

MINISTER OF PORTS, SHIPPING AND WATERWAYS
(SHRI SARBANANDA SONOWAL)

(a) & (b) The objective of “Act East Policy’ is to promote economic cooperation, cultural ties
and develop strategic relationship with countries in the Asia-Pacific region by providing enhanced
connectivity to the State of North Eastern Region with other countries in India’s neighborhood.
Recognizing the significance of rivers for connectivity and prosperity, 20 rivers in the North East
were declared as National Waterways under the National Waterways Act, 2016. To improve the
waterway connectivity within the North East Area to facilitate enhancing trade expansion strategies,
Government approved 05 projects at a total cost of INR 1126 cr. for development of the Inland
Water Transport (IWT) infrastructure on National Waterways in the North-Eastern Region (NER).
The details of IWT projects is annexed [Annexure-I|

Further, Sagarmala programme is the flagship programme of the Ministry of Ports, Shipping
and Waterways to promote port-led development in the country through harnessing India’s 7,500
km long coastline, 14,500 km of potentially navigable waterways and strategic location on key

international maritime trade routes. As a part of Sagarmala Programme more than 400 projects at
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an estimated cost of around Rs. 2.55 Lakh Crore have been identified for implementation in the
castern coast of India. Sagarmala projects includes projects from various categories such as
modernisation of existing ports and terminals, new ports, terminals, RoRo & tourism jetties,
enhancement of port connectivity, inland waterways, lighthouse tourism, industrialization around
port, skill development, technology centres, etc.

(¢c) There is a specific focus on regional connectivity initiatives which act as force multipliers
for regional growth and development while enhancing people to people contact and enhancing
economic cooperation. Port of Vishakhapatnam and SPMK Port at Kolkata have been notified
Gateway Port to meet the transit requirement of EXIM cargo of Nepal. On the eastern coast,
Bangladesh has notified the Vishakhapatnam Port as ‘transhipment port of call’ for its container
cargo in view of the location and connectivity advantages. Inland Waterways Authority of India
(IWAT) has undertaken projects for connectivity of NE States with neighboring countries like
Myanmar & Bangladesh.



Annexure-I

B Project Cost
No. (INR in cr.)
[._| Comprehensive Development of NW-2 (river Brahmaputra) in Assam 474
2. | Construction of Alternative road to Pandu Port on NW-2 to NH-27 in 180
s Assam sanctioned in January 2023 3 7 R
3. | DIB appraised project for construction Ship repair facility at Pandu on 208
| | NW-2to NH-27 in Assam = ) .
4. | Comprehensive Development of NW-16 (river Barak) and Indian Portion 148
of Indo-Bangladesh Route ]
5. | Development of NW-31 (Dhansiri river) & NW-57 (Kopili river) in Assam [16
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