GOVERNMENT OF INDIA
MINISTRY OF JAL SHAKTI
DEPARTMENT OF DRINKING WATER AND SANITATION

RAJYA SABHA
UNSTARRED QUESTION NO. 2170
ANSWERED ON 20.03.2023.

DEGRADING QUALITY OF WATER

2170.SHRI K.R.N RAJESHKUMAR:
Will the Minister of JAL SHAKT] be pleased to state:

(@) whether Government is aware that the country's water quality is getting degraded and
contaminated day by day and is going to become water scarce in another few years, if so, the
details and the facts thereof;

(b) whether Government proposes to conduct any study to improve the quality of water and
demand-supply of water in the country; and

(c) if so, the details thereof and the steps taken to ensure that there will be no scarcity and
availability of good quality water in the country?

ANSWER

THE MINISTER OF STATE FOR JAL SHAKTI
(SHRI PRAHLAD SINGH PATEL)

(a) to (c) “Water” being a state subject, planning, approval and implementation of drinking water
supply schemes, lies with state/UT governments. Water Supply/ Water & Sanitation/ Public Health
Engineering Departments and/or parastatal organization of respective State Government/ UT
Administration, are responsible for making provision of water supply and ensuring quality of water
supplied in their respective State/UT.

Government of India is implementing Jal Jeevan Mission (JJM) — Har Ghar Jal, since August, 2019,
in partnership with States, to make provision of potable tap water supply in adequate quantity, of
prescribed quality and on regular & long-term basis to every rural household.

The number of habitations with contaminants in drinking water sources beyond permissible limit, is
coming down. The Contaminants-wise number of quality-affected habitations since 01.04.2019 is
annexed

To enable States/ UTs to test water samples for water quality, and for sample collection, reporting,
monitoring and surveillance of drinking water sources, an online JJM — Water Quality Management
Information System (WQMIS) portal has been developed. As reported by States/UTs on WQMIS,
ason 17/03/23, more than 54.70 lakh water samples have been tested in the water testing laboratories
and 89.17 lakh water samples using Field Testing Kits, during 2022-23. The State-wise details of
water quality test reported through WQMIS are available in public domain on JJM Dashboard and
can also be accessed at:

https://ejalshakti.gov.in/WQMIS/Main/report



https://ejalshakti.gov.in/WQMIS/Main/report

Central Ground Water Board (CGWB) generates ground water quality data on a regional scale
during various scientific studies and ground water quality monitoring throughout the country. Water
being a State subject, initiatives for water management, including its quality is primarily the
responsibility of the States. Data on ground water quality available with CGWB are being shared
with concerned State Governments for taking necessary remedial measures.

Department of Water Resources, River Development and Ganga Rejuvenation, Ministry of Jal
Shakti has issued guidelines for control and regulation of groundwater extraction with pan-India
applicability, which include clauses on ‘Measures to be adopted to ensure prevention from pollution
in the plant premises of polluting industries/projects.

Also, in 2019, Jal Shakti Abhiyan (JSA) was conducted to bring awareness on various aspects of
water conservation and promote rainwater harvesting and artificial recharge in 256 water stressed
districts in the country. The JSA was expanded to the whole country in 2021. “Jal Shakti Abhiyan:
Catch the Rain” (JSA: CTR) - 2022 campaign, the third in the series of JSAs, was launched on
29.3.2022 to cover all the blocks of all districts across the country. Now, JSA: CTR 2023 has been
launched on 04.03.2023 across the country and will be implemented during 04.03.2023 to
30.11.2023.
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Annex

Annex referred to in the reply to Rajya Sabha Unstarred Question No. 2170 to be answered

on 20/03/2023

Contaminant-wise number of quality-affected habitations

(As on 15/03/2023)

Contaminant

No. of quality-affected habitations as on

01/04/2019 | 01/04/2020| 01/04/2021 | 01/04/2022 | 15/03/2023| Covered with
short term
measures/

CWPPs

Arsenic 14,020 4,568 1,717 800 652 645
Fluoride 7,996 5,796 1,021 638 445 445
Iron 18,599 32,134 17,220 11,726 10,229 4
Salinity 13,319 10,455 10,038 9,922 9,906 10
Nitrate 1,443 907 521 515 509 9
Heavy Metal 2,162 306 187 108 87 58

Total 57,539 54,166 30,704 23,711 21,828 1,171

Source: JIM-IMIS




