GOVERNMENT OF INDIA
MINISTRY OF CULTURE
RAJYA SABHA
UNSTARRED QUESTION NO.: 979
TO BE ANSWERED ON 11.02.2020

CULTURAL HERITAGE CENTRES IN NORTH EASTERN STATES

979     SHRI BIRENDRA PRASAD BAISHYA:
Will the Minister of CULTURE be pleased to state:
(a)	the number of cultural heritage centres and other places of heritage importance identified in various States.  especially in North Eastern States as on date;
(b)	the measures taken by the Central and State Governments for their protection and conservation;
(c)	the funds allocated for this purpose during the last three years and current years; and
(d)	the steps taken by Government/ ASI for promotion of such preserved cultural heritage sites in the country?

ANSWER

MINISTER OF STATE (INDEPENDENT CHARGE) FOR CULTURE AND TOURISM                (SHRI PRAHLAD SINGH PATEL)

(a)	There is no provision under The Ancient Monuments and Archaeological Sites and Remains Act, 1958 and Rules, 1959 to declare or recognize cultural heritage centres.  However, as per Section 4 of the Ancient Monuments and Archaeological Sites and Remains Act,1958, ancient monuments or archaeological sites and remains, as the case may be, which are of historical, archaeological or artistic interest, and have been in existence for not less than 100 years, may be declared by the Central Government as of national importance. At present, 3691 monuments/sites have been declared as of national importance in the country. A State-wise abstract, including North Eastern States is at Annexure.  
(b)	The protection and maintenance of monuments, declared as of national importance is taken up by Archaeological Survey of India by way of structural repairs, chemical preservation and environmental development around the monument which is a regular and ongoing progress and the required work are taken up on need basis as per the established principles of conservation, subject to availability of resources. In addition, creating of tourist related amenities (e.g. drinking water, toilet blocks, facilities for Divyangjan, pathways, cultural notice boards/ signages, vehicle parking, cloak rooms, etc.) at the centrally protected monuments/ sites are also the regular activity which the ASI undertakes as per need and availability of resources.
(c)	the funds allocated for this purpose during last three years and current year centrally protected monuments in North Eastern States for this purpose-
	
	Financial year/
	Funds Allocated  (Amount in Lacs)

	2016-17
	344.19

	2017-18
	483.20

	2018-19
	438.00

	2019-20
	242.65



(d)	Archaeological Survey of India organizes exhibitions and awareness programs for visitors and students on various occasions like World Heritage Week, World Museum Day and World Heritage Week, National Days etc. in monuments of national importance.
Apart from this, ASI has identified 4 monuments/ sites in North Eastern states with potential visitor footfall to be ‘Adarsh Smarak’ where tourist facilities like drinking water, toilets, ramps, signages, sitting benches, Wi-Fi, Souvenir Shops are provided.
































ANNEXURE


ANNEXURE REFERRED IN REPLY TO PART (a) OF THE RAJYA SABHA UNSTARRED QUESTION NO. 979 FOR 11.02.2020

Abstract of Centrally Protected Monuments under the Jurisdiction of Archaeological Survey of India

	Sl.No.
	Name of State
	Nos. of Monuments

	1. 
	Andhra Pradesh
	129

	1. 
	Arunachal Pradesh
	03

	1. 
	Assam
	55

	1. 
	Bihar
	70

	1. 
	Chhattisgarh
	47

	1. 
	Daman & Diu (U. T.)
	12

	1. 
	Goa
	21

	1. 
	Gujarat
	203

	1. 
	Haryana
	91

	1. 
	Himachal Pradesh
	40

	1. 
	Jammu & Kashmir (U. T.)
	56

	1. 
	Jharkhand
	13

	1. 
	Ladakh (U. T.)
	14

	1. 
	Karnataka 
	506

	1. 
	Kerala
	28

	1. 
	Madhya Pradesh
	292

	1. 
	Maharashtra
	286

	1. 
	Manipur
	01

	1. 
	Meghalaya
	08

	1. 
	Mizoram
	01

	1. 
	Nagaland
	04

	1. 
	N.C.T. Delhi
	174

	1. 
	Odisha
	80

	1. 
	Puducherry (U.T.)
	07

	1. 
	Punjab
	33

	1. 
	Rajasthan
	163

	1. 
	Sikkim
	03

	1. 
	Telangana
	08

	1. 
	Tamil Nadu
	413

	1. 
	Tripura
	08

	1. 
	Uttar Pradesh
	745

	1. 
	Uttarakhand
	42

	1. 
	West Bengal

	135

	
	TOTAL
	3691






