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Strengthening education among ST girls

2957. SHRI BIRENDRA PRASAD BAISHYA: 

Will the Minister of HUMAN RESOURCE DEVELOPMENT be pleased to state:

(a) 	whether the scheme 'Strengthening Education among ST Girls in low Literacy Districts' is being run in various States/UTs of the country including Assam;

(b) 	if so, the details thereof;

(c) 	whether the level/standard of education among girls in Assam is not satisfactory, if so, the details thereof; and

(d) 	the steps taken by Government to ensure quality education among the girls and women in Assam and other North Eastern States?

A N S W E R

 MINISTER OF HUMAN RESOURCE DEVELOPMENT
(SHRI RAMESH POKHRIYAL 'NISHANK')

(a) & (b):  The scheme 'Strengthening Education among ST Girls in low Literacy Districts' is implemented by the Ministry of Tribal Affairs. The scheme is being implemented in 54 identified low literacy districts where ST Population is 25% or more and ST female literacy rate is below 35% as per 2001 census. Ministry of Tribal Affairs has informed that no proposal was received under said scheme and as such no grant - in - aid has been released to North Eastern States including Assam under the scheme. 
(c): 	The Gross Enrolment Ratio (GER) for Girls at various levels of School Education for the State of Assam is as under:  

	State
	Primary
	Upper Primary
	Secondary

	Assam
	108.70
	96.40
	81.90


                         (Source: UDISE 2017-18 provisional)




(d):	 Under Samagra Shiksha, various interventions have been targeted for girls, which include opening of schools in the neighbourhood as defined by the State, provision of free text-books to girls up to Class VIII, uniforms to all girls up to class VIII, provision of gender segregated toilets in all schools, teachers’ sensitization programmes to promote girls’ participation,  provision for Self-Defence training for the girls from classes VI to XII, stipend to CWSN girls from class I to Class XII, construction  of  residential  quarters  for  teachers  in  remote/hilly  areas/in areas with difficult terrain.  

In addition to this, to reduce gender gaps at all levels of school education and for providing quality education to girls from disadvantaged groups, Kasturba Gandhi Balika Vidyalayas (KGBVs) have been sanctioned in Educationally Backward Blocks (EBBs) under Samagra Shiksha.  A total of 5930 KGBVs have been sanctioned under Samagra Shiksha as on 31.12.2019. Out of it 321 KGBVs have been sanctioned in North Eastern States including Assam.
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