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MINISTRY OF JAL SHAKTI
DEPARTMENT OF DRINKING WATER AND SANITATION
 
RAJYA SABHA
UNSTARRED QUESTION NO. 2487
TO BE ANSWERED ON 16.03.2020
 
Arsenic and Fluoride in drinking water in Assam
 
2487. 	SHRI BIRENDRA PRASAD BAISHYA: 

Will the Minister of JAL SHAKTI be pleased to state:
(a) whether excessive quantity of Arsenic/ other chemicals has been found in drinking water in various parts of the country including Assam and if so, the details thereof; 
(b) whether Government is aware of the vulnerability of health hazards from Arsenic and Fluoride contaminated water in various parts of the country; 
(c) if so, the details of such pockets identified so far; and 
(d) the steps taken by Government to check such health hazards and to provide safe drinking water in the country?

ANSWER
MINISTER OF STATE
IN THE MINISTRY OF JAL SHAKTI
(SHRI RATTAN LAL KATARIA)

(a) to (c) State-wise number of habitations affected by Arsenic, Fluoride, Iron, salinity, Nitrate & Heavy Metals, as reported by the States/ UTs in IMIS of the Department as on 10th March, 2020 is at Annexed. Consumption of excess Arsenic and Fluoride contaminated water cases adverse impact on health.

(d)   Rural water supply is a State subject. Government of India supplements the efforts of States/ UTs by providing financial and technical assistance through the centrally sponsored scheme Jal Jeevan Mission (JJM) which aims at providing potable water to every rural household with Functional Household Tap Connection (FHTC) at service level of 55 litre per capita per day (lpcd) by 2024. While allocating the fund under JJM to States/ UTs, 10% weightage has been given to the population residing in habitations affected by chemical contaminants including Arsenic and Iron. The funds provided to the States under JJM can be utilized for taking up schemes in water quality-affected areas on priority. During the current year, an amount of Rs. 289.33 Crore has been released to Assam State under JJM.  

To further sensitize and expedite provision of potable water supply in quality-affected areas, a conference was organized in February 2020, which was attended by State Government’s officials, representatives NGOs, international/ UN and R&D institutions. 

In March 2016, with the recommendation of NITI Aayog, an amount of ₹1,000 Crore was released to various Arsenic & Fluoride affected States for installation of community water purification plants and commissioning of piped water supply schemes, out of which, ₹ 11.57 Crore has been released to Government of Assam.

To provide safe drinking water to 27,544 Arsenic/ Fluoride affected rural habitations in the country, in March 2017, National Water Quality Sub-Mission (NWQSM) was launched and so far, ₹3,940.34 Crore has been released to Arsenic/ Fluoride affected States, out of which, ₹330.96 Crore has been released to Government of Assam.

As informed by the Ministry of Health & Family Welfare, to manage the problem of Fluorosis due to contamination of drinking water with Fluoride, National Programme for Prevention and Control of Fluorosis (NPPCF) was initiated in 11th Five Year Plan (2008-09). Presently 157 districts of 19 States have been covered under the Programme in a phased manner.  With regard to Arsenic mitigation, Ministry of Health & family welfare has issued “Guidelines for Detection, Prevention & Management of Arsenicosis in India” and shared with seven Arsenic affected States i.e. Assam, Bihar, Jharkhand, Karnataka, Punjab, Uttar Pradesh and West Bengal for taking further necessary action. These Guidelines are meant for sensitizing the Health Programme Managers and for training of Health functionaries such as Medical Officers, Paramedical staffs etc. in the affected States and Districts. 
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State-wise number of habitations affected by Arsenic, Fluoride, Iron, Salinity, Nitrate & Heavy Metals
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	Fluoride
	Arsenic
	Iron
	Salinity
	Nitrate
	Heavy Metals
	Total

	1.
	A & N Islands
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0

	2.
	Andhra Pradesh
	261
	0
	0
	14
	1
	0
	276

	3.
	Arunachal Pradesh
	0
	0
	27
	0
	0
	0
	27

	4.
	Assam
	65
	3,095 
	5,106 
	0
	0
	7
	8,273 

	5.
	Bihar
	551
	335
	2,299 
	0
	0
	0
	3,185 

	6.
	Chhattisgarh
	265
	0
	218
	0
	4
	0
	487

	7.
	Goa
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0

	8.
	Gujarat
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0

	9.
	Haryana
	62
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	62

	10.
	Himachal Pradesh
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0

	11.
	Jammu & Kashmir
	4
	0
	7
	0
	0
	0
	11

	12.
	Jharkhand
	107
	3
	314
	0
	0
	0
	424

	13.
	Karnataka
	257
	0
	31
	15
	137
	1
	441

	14.
	Kerala
	29
	0
	182
	81
	32
	0
	324

	15.
	Ladakh
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0

	16.
	Madhya Pradesh
	133
	0
	0
	10
	0
	0
	143

	17.
	Maharashtra
	51
	0
	14
	39
	63
	0
	167

	18.
	Manipur
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0

	19.
	Meghalaya
	0
	0
	7
	0
	0
	0
	7

	20.
	Mizoram
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0

	21.
	Nagaland
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0

	22.
	Odisha
	89
	0
	2,078 
	216
	0
	0
	2,383 

	23.
	Puducherry
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0

	24.
	Punjab
	257
	621
	231
	14
	128
	1,829 
	3,080 

	25.
	Rajasthan
	3351
	0
	5
	12,042 
	865
	0
	16,263

	26.
	Sikkim
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0

	27.
	Tamil Nadu
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0

	28.
	Telangana
	0
	0
	35
	172
	133
	0
	340 

	29.
	Tripura
	0
	0
	2,346 
	0
	0
	0
	2,346 

	30.
	Uttar Pradesh
	114
	606
	346
	79
	9
	0
	1,154 

	31.
	Uttarakhand
	0
	0
	7
	0
	2
	0
	9

	32.
	West Bengal
	1,103 
	4,795 
	4,645 
	420
	0
	225
	11,188 

	Total
	6,699 
	9,455 
	17,898 
	13,102 
	1,374 
	2,062 
	50,590 


[Source: IMIS, DDWS]
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