GOVERNMENT OF INDIA
MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE AND FARMERS WELFARE
DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE, COOPERATION AND FARMERS WELFARE

RAJYA  SABHA
UNSTARRED QUESTION NO.823
TO BE ANSWERED ON 09/02/2018

ASSISTANCE TO TACKLE DROUGHT

823. 	SHRIMATI JAYA BACHCHAN:

Will the Minister of AGRICULTURE & FARMERS WELFARE be pleased to state:


(a) 	whether Government has taken note of the large number of deaths/suicides by farmers across the country;

(b) 	if so, whether the Central Government has received any proposal from the State Governments for Central assistance to tackle the drought situation in the States;

(c) 	if so, the details thereof, as on date, along with the present status of the said proposal; and

(d) 	by when the said proposal is likely to be finalized?



ANSWER


MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE AND FARMERS WELFARE

( SHRI GAJENDRA SINGH SHEKHAWAT)  

(a):	Yes, Sir.

(b) to (d):	During 2017-18, the State Governments of Chhattisgarh, Madhya Pradesh and Rajasthan  have submitted Memorandum declaring drought and seeking financial assistance from National Disaster Response Fund (NDRF), as detailed below:

	State
	Number of Districts

	Chhattisgarh
	21

	Madhya Pradesh
	18

	Rajasthan
	13



Assistance from NDRF is admissible for natural calamities of severe nature. In response to the Memoranda received from Chhattisgarh, Madhya Pradesh and Rajasthan for assistance from NDRF, Inter-Ministerial Central Teams (IMCTs) have visited these States for assessment of the drought situation and requirement of financial assistance. The reports of the IMCTs in respect of Chhattisgarh and Madhya Pradesh were considered by the Sub-Committee of National Executive Committee (SC - NEC) and recommendations of SC-NEC have been conveyed to the Ministry of Home Affairs for placing before the High Level Committee for approval.

Further, the State Government of Odisha has intimated that it has declared drought in 15 Districts and has provided funds to the Collectors from State Disaster Response Fund (SDRF) for disbursement towards Agriculture Input Subsidy to the affected farmers as per the existing guidelines. The State Governments have ready availability of funds under SDRF for taking immediate measures in the wake of all notified natural calamities, including drought.
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