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UNSTARRED QUESTION NO.3377
TO BE ANSWERED ON 26.03.2018
Sanitation in dalit panchayat areas of Andhra Pradesh

3377. SHRI V. VIJAYASAI REDDY:
Will the Minister of DRINKING WATER AND SANITATION be pleased to state:
(a) whether it is a fact that many panchayats in East Godavari district, Andhra Pradesh, particularly in dalit areas have reported very poor sanitation facilities;

(b) the details of panchayats from East Godavari district in AP which have requested Government to allocate funds and improve drainage and sanitation;

(c) the details of each of the schemes available for funding of drainage and rural sanitation in such panchayats; and

(d) the steps proposed to be taken to help such panchayats improve their sanitation facilities for benefit of Dalits and poorer sections in 2017-18 and 2018-19?
ANSWER

MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF DRINKING WATER & SANITATION
(SHRI RAMESH CHANDAPPA JIGAJINAGI)
(a)      As on 2.10.2014, sanitation coverage in East Godavari district of Andhra Pradesh was 50.44%.   This has been increased to 90.28% as on 22.3.2018.

 (b)        Sanitation is a State subject.  Hence, the Swachh Bharat Mission (Gramin) [SBM(G)] is being implemented through the State Governments and the funds under the programme are released to the State Governments who in turn further release the same to districts/panchayats/beneficiaries on the basis of their demands. 
(c)      SBM(G) was launched on 2nd October, 2014 with the aim at attaining Swachh Bharat by 2nd October, 2019.  The focus of the scheme is on behavior change and usage of toilets. Under SBM(G), there is a provision of an incentive of Rs.12,000 for construction of Individual household latrine (IHHL) to all Below Poverty Line (BPL) households and to identified Above Poverty Line (APL) households (all SCs/STs, small and marginal farmers, landless labourers with homestead, physically handicapped and women-headed households) as per Base Line Survey 2012.  There is also a provision for financial assistance of Rs.2 lakh for construction of Community Sanitary Complexes.  Solid and Liquid Waste Management (SLWM) is also one of the integral components of SBM(G) and under this component, activities like compost pits, vermi composting, biogas plants, low cost drainage, soakage channels/pits, reuse of waste water and system for collection, segregation and disposal of household garbage and menstrual hygiene management etc. can be taken up.  Under SBM(G), for taking up SLWM activities, financial assistance with a cap of Rs.7/12/15/20 lakh is provided for Gram Panchayats having upto 150/300/500/ more than 500 households respectively.
(d)   Under SBM(G), adequate priority is given to Scheduled Castes (SCs) and Scheduled Tribes (STs).  All the SC and ST households as per Base Line Survey 2012 are eligible for incentive for construction of IHHLs.  22% and 10% of annual budget allocation is earmarked for Schedule Castes (SCs) and Scheduled Tribes (STs).

