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UNSTARRED QUESTION NO.1626 
TO BE ANSWERED ON 09/03/2018
BENEFITS OF SOIL CARD

1626.
  SHRIMATI  JAYA BACHCHAN : 

Will the Minister of AGRICULTURE AND FARMERS WELFARE be pleased to state:

(a) 
whether the Central Government is implementing a scheme to provide soil cards to the farmers;

(b)
 if so, the details thereof;

(c)
 the details of the agencies involved in issuance and distribution of these cards; and

(d)
 the details of the benefits of this card?

ANSWER

MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE AND FARMERS WELFARE 
(SHRI PARSHOTTAM   RUPALA)

(a) & (b):
 Soil Health Card Scheme is being implemented to assist all State Governments to evaluate fertility in all farm holdings across the country and issue soil health cards to farmers regularly in a cycle of 2 years.
        During the first cycle of the scheme (2015-16 to 2016-17), 10.5 crore soil health cards issued to farmers.  During the 2nd cycle, as on 27.02.2018, 1.2 crore has been distributed to farmers.

(c):   State Governments are implementing agencies for issuance and distribution of soil health cards. However, in case of need, the State Governments can involve the following agencies for soil samples collection and testing:

(A)    Agencies that may be involved for drawing samples from field

         (i) By involving universities & colleges teaching chemistry.

(ii) By State Agriculture Universities (SAUs) / Horticulture Universities (SHUs) and their   students and soil testing staff.

(B)    Agencies that may be involved in testing

         (i) By outsourcing the process of testing & reporting to private agencies through tender.

         (ii)  By outsourcing soil testing laboratories. 

         (iii) By nominating universities and colleges and providing them equipment (if necessary) to test the samples.

(d):   Soil health cards give information to farmers on nutrient status of their soil along with recommendations on appropriate dosage of nutrients to be applied for improving soil health and its fertility.
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