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STARRED QUESTION NO.I4O

TO BE ANSWERED ON T" JANUARY, 2OI8

USE OF GANGA WATERWAYS FROM HALDIATO VARANASI
t* I40. SHRI RAM NATH THAKUR:

Will the Minister of SHlpplNG be pleased to state:

(a) whether it is a fact that Government is unable to use canga waterways liom Haldia to
varanasi, comprehensivery, fbr transportation ofgoods because ofdeposition of soil in
the Ganga, which is a major hurdle in this regard;

(b) whether Bihar covernment has set up an expert committee for desilting Ganga river
along with the request to centrar Government to conduct a study for uninterr:upted flow
ofGanga; and

(c) if so, the progress thereofl

ANSIVER
MINISTER OF SHIPPINC
(SHRI NITIN CADKARI)

(a)to(c): A Statement is laid on the Table ofthe House.
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from Ilaldia to Varnnasi"

(a):Yes'Sir'DuetoinadequatedraftindifferentstretchesofGanga,dift.icultieswereixperienced

in using National Waterway (Nw)-l for shipping arrd navigation' To overcome ihc 
'nroblem'

the Government is implementing the Jal Marg Vikas Project (JMVP) for capacity augmeirtation

of navigation on NW-l on the Haldia- Varanasi stretch of Ganga-iShagirath i-. Hooghlv River

System. The project is being implemented at a cost of Rs'5369 crore along with teclrnit:al and

financialassistanceoftheWorldBanktoprovideanassure<ldepthof2.2to3.0metetsanda

bottom channel of45 meters for at least 330 days in a year to make it navigable fc\r vessels up

to 2000 tonnes.

(a)&(c): The Ministry of Water Resources' River Development & Canga Rejuvenation' after ctusio'sring

the views of the State Government of Bihar, has set up a t"ommittee on 24 '08'201'1 ttnder the

chairmanship of Shri A' B' Pandya' former Chairman of Central Water Commission (CWC) to

address the issue of floods and siltation in Ganga in Bihar. Tlre Terms of Reference of the

Committeearegivenbelowandithasbeenrequestedtofurnishitsreportby24.2.20l8.

(i)AssessmentofmorphologicalohangesandriverbehavioranalysisinriverGangainBihar.

(ii)Assessmentofsiltloadandsedimentationwithrespecttore:turnperiodoffloodsandto

identify the intensity of the devastation emerging from flood peak on account of

sedimentation in the river Ganga'

(iii)ToidentifytheimpactofFarakkaBarragewithreferencetcloperatingpolicy,ontheflood

and river siltation in main stem of river Canga in Bihar'

(iv)Toassimilateandreviewtheoutcomeofvariousscientificstudiescarriedoutbyexpert

organ izations/ exPerts'

(v) To suggest possible remedial measures to be undertaken for mitigating the devastation

occurringduringfloodpeaksonaccountofsiltationandforenslrringregularflushingof

siltinctudingminimumdesirableflow,irrthemainstemofriverGangaupstreamolBilrar.
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