GOVERNMENT OF INDIA

MINISTRY OF HUMAN RESOURCE DEVELOPMENT
DEPARTMENT OF SCHOOL EDUCATION AND LITERACY
RAJYA SABHA
STARRED QUESTION NO.363

TO BE ANSWERED ON 06.04.2017

Opening of new schools for quality education

*363. SHRI SAMBHAJI CHHATRAPATI:
Will the Minister of HUMAN RESOURCE DEVELOPMENT be pleased to state:
(a) the reasons due to which Government has not yet taken any initiative to establish schools up to higher secondary level other than Kendriya and Navodaya Vidyalayas for providing quality education at par with private schools, to common people despite education being in the Concurrent List of the Constitution; 
(b) whether Government has any proposals to open such schools all over the country for providing quality education at affordable fee; and 
(c) if not, the details of alternate steps Government proposes to take to meet the requirement of such schools?
A N S W E R

MINISTER OF HUMAN RESOURCE DEVELOPMENT

(SHRI PRAKASH JAVADEKAR)

(a) to (c) A Statement is laid on the Table of the House. 

***************

STATEMENT REFERRED TO IN PARTS (a) TO (c) OF THE REPLY TO RAJYA SABHA STARRED QUESTION NO. 363 REGARDING “OPENING OF NEW SCHOOLS FOR QUALITY EDUCATION” FOR ANSWER ON 06.04.2017 ASKED BY SHRI SAMBHAJI CHHATRAPATI

(a) to (c) The Department of School Education & Literacy, Ministry of Human Resource Development has taken various initiatives  for providing affordable quality education. 
The Government has taken steps to open new Kendriya Vidyalayas (KVs) and Navodaya Vidyalayas (NVs) and in the last 3 years 48 new Kendriya Vidyalaya have been made functional and 50 new Kendriya Vidyalayas have been approved on 15.03.2017. The capital cost of construction of a Kendriya Vidyalaya is approximately Rs. 1 8.23 crore and the enrolment capacity is 960 students. Further, 62 new Navodaya Vidyalayas have been approved on 23.11.2016. The capital cost of construction of a Navodaya Vidyalaya is approximately Rs. 24.31 crore and the enrolment capacity is 560 students. . 
The quality of higher secondary education can only be improved if there is quality of education at elementary level. Therefore, Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan (SSA) is implemented as a Centrally Sponsored Scheme in partnership with State Governments for universalizing elementary education across the country. Its overall goals include universal access and retention, bridging of gender and social category gaps in education and enhancement of learning levels of children.  It provides for a variety of interventions, including inter alia, opening of new schools, construction of schools and additional classrooms, provision of toilets and drinking water, provisioning for teachers, periodic teacher training and academic resource support, textbooks and support for learning achievement. These provisions are made in accordance with norms and standards and entitlements as mandated by the Right of Children to Free and Compulsory Education (RTE) Act, 2009, which provides a legal framework that entitles all children between the ages of 6 to 14 years to free and compulsory admission, attendance and completion of elementary education. 

Under SSA, 3.59 lakh elementary schools have been opened, 2.91 lakh school buildings and 17.59 lakh additional classrooms have been constructed, 2.31 lakh drinking water facilities have been provided, 9.69 lakh school toilets have been constructed and 15.75 lakh teachers have been recruited as on 31st March, 2016.

The Government after 2014 instead of emphasis on provision of inputs has decided to lay more emphasis on learning outcomes. Therefore, in order to focus on quality education, the Central RTE Rules have been amended on 20th February, 2017 to include reference on class-wise, subject-wise Learning Outcomes. The Learning Outcomes for each class in Languages (Hindi, English and Urdu), Mathematics, Environmental Studies, Science and Social Science up to the elementary stage have, accordingly, been finalized and shared with all States and UTs. These would serve as a guideline for States and UTs to ensure that all children acquire appropriate learning level.

The Kasturba Gandhi Balika Vidyalaya (KGBV) is a scheme launched in July 2004, for setting up of residential schools at upper primary level for girls belonging predominantly to the SC, ST, OBC and minority communities. The scheme is being implemented in educationally backward blocks of the country. The scheme provides for a minimum reservation of 75% of the seats for girls belonging to SC, ST, OBC or minority communities and priority for the remaining 25%, is accorded to girls from families below poverty line. As on date, 3600 KGBVs are functional with an enrolment of 3.66 lakh girls students.
The centrally sponsored scheme of Rashtriya Madhyamik Shiksha Abhiyan (RMSA) envisages universalizing access to secondary schools by providing a secondary school within a reasonable distance (5 kilometre) of every habitation, improving quality of education through making all secondary schools conform to prescribed norms generally comparable to those of Kendriya Vidyalayas and removal of gender, socio-economic and disability barriers. Under the scheme, financial assistance is provided to the States/UTs for opening of new government secondary schools along with (i) Class Rooms, (ii) Integrated Science Laboratory, (iii) Library (iv) Art and Craft Room, (v) Toilet Blocks, (vi) Drinking Water Provisions, (vii) Head Master Room and(viii) Office Room. As part of strengthening of existing government secondary schools (i) Additional Class Rooms, (ii) Science Laboratory, (iii) Library, (iv) Art and Craft Room, (v) Toilet Blocks, (vi) Drinking water provisions etc are funded under the programme. Till 2016-17, 12394 New Government Secondary schools are approved out of which 11461 schools are functional. Under Strengthening of existing schools, 52070 Additional Class Rooms, 25719 Science Labs, 20385 Computer Rooms, 25777 Library Rooms, 29707 Art/Craft/Culture Rooms, Drinking water facility in 11832 schools and toilet blocks in 20271 schools have been approved.Under RMSA, there is also a provision of appointment of 1 Head teacher and 5 Teachers  for every new/upgraded secondary school and additional teacher is also approved to improve pupil teacher ratio as per requirement of State Governments/UTs. Further, higher secondary schools are covered under the other components of integrated RMSA, i.e. Information Communication Technology in Schools, Girls Hostels, Vocational Education and Inclusive Education of the Disabled at Secondary Stage. Moreover, interventions like motivation and awareness programmes, remedial teaching, self-defence training for girls, provision of separate toilets for girls and boys, etc.  are also supported under RMSA to improve quality of school education at secondary level. Further, interventions such as Science fair/Exhibition and Talent Search at district level; mathematics and science kits to schools, visit to higher institution of students and learning enhancement of students are also approved. 
Additionally, the Central Government, supports States and UTs on early grade reading, writing & comprehension, and early Mathematics programmes through a sub-programme of SSA namely ‘Padhe Bharat Badhe Bharat’ (PBBB) in classes I and II. In order to motivate and engage children of the age group from 6-18 years in Science, Mathematics and Technology through observation, experimentation, inference drawing, model building, etc. both through inside and outside classroom activities the Government has launched Rashtriya Aavishkar Abhiyan (RAA) programme on 09.07.2015, inter alia, as a sub-component of Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan and Rashtriya Madhyamik Shiksha Abhiyan (RMSA).
The Central Board of Secondary Education has decided to make Xth Board Examination compulsory from the academic year 2017-18. It has also introduced a uniform system of Assessment, Examination and Report Card for classes VI-IX that would prepare the students to face the challenge of Class X examination.  

Further, for improving the quality of school education, the School Standards & Evaluation framework, known as ‘Shaala Siddhi’ has been launched  to enable schools to evaluate their performance in a more focused and strategic manner and to facilitate them to make professional judgments for improvement.  
Five Regional workshops are also to be held for sharing innovation, best practices and experiences at the State and Central level.  
