STATEMENT REFERRED TO IN REPLY TO PARTS (a) TO (c) OF UNSTARRED QUESTION NO. 1850 BY SHRI BIRENDRA PRASAD BAISHYA TO BE ANSWERED IN RAJYA SABHA ON 07.02.2014 REGARDING RAILWAY PROJECTS IN NER.

(a) to (c) : Based on announcements made since 2009-10 in Railway Budget, following New Line, Gauge Conversion and Doubling railway projects have been sanctioned in North Eastern Region and their present status is as under:-

	S.No.
	Year of inclusion
	Name of the project
	Present status

	1.
	2009-10
	Nil 
	

	2.
	2010-11
	Byrnihat-Shillong (108.40 km) New Line
	Project held up due to protest of Khasi Student’s Union for their demands with State Government. State Government requested to expeditiously resolve the issue.

	3.
	2011-12
	Murkongselek-Pasighat (26.15 km) New Line
	New line project (26.15 km): Final location survey completed. Geo-technical investigation taken up.

	4.
	2012-13
	Agartala-Akhaura (Bangladesh) (15.061 km) New Line
	New work included in Railway Budget 2012-13.  Project Steering Committee meeting was held recently with Bangaladesh in December, 2013.

	5.
	2012-13
	Lumding-Hojai Patch (44.92 km) Doubling
	Work in preliminary stage. Schematic diagram of all yard plan of Hojai-Lumding patch approved. L-section of Lumding-Hojai from Ch. 145.00 km to 165.00 km (20 km) prepared.

	6.
	2013-14
	Dimapur-Tizit (257 km) New Line
	New work included in Railway Budget 2013-14. Work can commence after approval of Planning Commission and Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs (CCEA).

	7.
	2013-14
	New Bongaigaon-Kamakhya via Rangiya (142 km) Doubling
	New work included in Railway Budget 2013-14. Work can commence after approval of Planning Commission and Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs (CCEA).


Constraint of resources, land acquisition problems, delay in forestry clearance, contractual failures, etc. are the main reasons of delay in completion of the projects. The targets for completion of projects are generally fixed every year based upon the progress of the projects, their relative priority and availability of resources. A number of steps have been taken to generate extra-budgetary resources through Public Private Partnership, participation by Sta​te Government and beneficiaries and implementation of projects by Rail Vikas Nigam Limited to expedite the completion of ongoing projects.
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