STATEMENT REFERRED TO IN REPLY TO PARTS (a) TO (c) OF UNSTARRED QUESTION NO. 3081 BY shri BIRENDRA PRASAD BAISHYA TO BE ANSWERED IN RAJYA SABHA ON 07.09.2012 REGARDING RAILWAY PROJECTS IN NER

(a) to (c): The details of Railway Projects including National Projects in the North Eastern Region which includes Bogibeel Bridge, Rangia-Murkongselek gauge conversion, doubling, wagon factory and electrification projects alongwith present status are as under:

(` in crores)

	S. No.
	Name of the project
	Year of sanction
	Outlay during 2012-13
	Status

	NEW LINE

	1.
	Agartala-Sabroom
	2008-09
	180
	This is a ‘National Project’. Land acquisition, earthwork and bridge works taken up. 

Target -

Agartala-Udaipura:December, 2012 and Udaipura-Sabroom March 2014.

	2.
	Teteliya-Byrnihat
	2006-07
	70
	This is a ‘National Project’. Teteliya-Byrnihat was examined as an alternative alignment to Azara-Byrnihat. Entire land acquired in Assam portion. Earthwork and bridges taken up. Target – March. 2014.

	3.
	Bhairabi-Sairang
	2008-09
	80
	This project has been declared as ‘National Project’. Final Location Survey including staking of alignment on ground completed in the entire length. Target – March, 2015.

	4.
	Bogibeel Bridge with link lines on North and South Banks
	1997-98
	330
	The project has been declared as ‘National Project’. The work of construction of embankment, major and minor bridges completed in North and South Bank of the bridge. Moranhat-Chalkhowa (44 km) in South Bank completed and commissioned. Contract for main bridge superstructure awarded. Target – December, 2015.

	5.
	Dimapur-Kohima (Zubza)
	2006-07
	7
	The project has been declared as ‘National Project’. Final Location Survey completed in the entire length. Approval of alignment in this portion is pending with State Government. 

	6.
	Dudhnoi-Mendipathar
	1992-93
	20
	Earthwork, bridges and track work in advance stages of execution. Target – March, 2013.



	7.
	Harmuti-Naharlagun
	1996-97
	50
	Track linking for 20 kms completed in 2011-12. Commissioning is linked with completion of Rangpara North – North Lakhimpur gauge conversion. Project targeted for completion in 2012-13.

	8.
	Jiribam-Tupul-Imphal
	2003-04
	450
	Progress of this ‘National Project’ badly hampered due to prevailing security scenario and frequent bandhs etc. Bad condition of NH 53 and weak/damaged bridges.  Earthwork, formation, minor and major bridges taken up. Work taken up in 18 tunnels out of 35 Nos. Jiribam-Tupul targeted for completion by March, 2014 and Tupul-Imphal by March, 2016.

	9.
	New Maynaguri-Jogighopa
	2000-01
	225
	Work is planned to be executed in 4 phases. Golakganj to Gauripur completed. New Coochbehar-Golakganj (58.0 km) completed. Gauripur-Bilasipara, New Mainaguri New Domohini and New Changrabandha-New Coochbehar (74 km) targeted for 2012-13.

	10.
	Sivok-Rangpo
	2008-09
	38
	This is a ‘National Project’ which has been entrusted to M/s IRCON for execution.  Project held up for environmental clearance.

	11.
	Byrnihat-Shillong
	2010-11
	30
	Final Location Survey from Byrnihat to Lailad (20 km) completed. Work stopped in November, 2010 by Khasi Students Union for their pending demands. Matter being sorted out by State Government.

	12.
	Murkongselek-Pasighat
	2011-12
	10
	Final Location Survey taken up. 

	13.
	Agartala-Akhaura (Bangladesh)
	2012-13
	1
	Included in Budget 2012-13.

	GAUGE CONVERSION

	1.
	Katakhal-Bhairabi
	1997-98
	15
	The work planned for completion alongwith gauge conversion of Lumding-Silchar in December, 2013. Earthwork, bridge work taken up.

	2.
	Lumding-Silchar including alignment between Migrendisa-Ditokcherra and extension from Badarpur to Baraigram
	1996-97
	400
	The project has been declared as ‘National Project’. Progress of work affected due to militant activities. Earthwork, bridge works and tunneling taken up all along the alignment. Target – December, 2013.

	3.
	 New Jalpaiguri-Siliguri-New Bongaigaon branch lines
	1998-99
	10
	New Jalpaiguri-New Bongaigaon main line fully commissioned. Alipurduar-Bamanhat and Fakiragram-Dhubri branch line completed and commissioned.

	4.
	Rangiya-Murkongselek alongwith linked fingers
	2003-04
	380
	Mega block taken up for entire section. Rangiya-Rangpara North section completed and engine rolled. Rangpara North-North Lakhimpur (172 km) and Balipara-Bhalukpong (34 km) targeted for March, 2013. 

	DOUBLING

	1.
	Lumding-Hojai patch doubling 
	2012-13
	0.50
	Work included in Budget 2012-13

	RAILWAY ELECTRIFICATION

	1.
	Barauni-Katihar-Guwahati including Katihar-Barsoi
	2008-09
	102.00
	Work is in progress. Target – October, 2015.

	WAGON FACTORY

	1.
	Setting up of Wagon factory at Guwahati
	2010-11
	20.00
	A wagon factory at Guwahati has been announced and approved in the year 2010-11 at an anticipated cost of `188.50 crores under Joint Venture (JV)/Public Private Partnership (PPP) mode. Approval for land leasing to the private developer is under process.


A dedicated non lapsable fund namely “North Eastern Region Rail Development Fund (NERRDF) has been created for providing assured fund flow to National Projects of Northeastern Region.

*****
