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Will the Minister of COALHEALTH AND FAMILY WELFAREINFORMATION AND

BROADCASTINGHEALTH AND FAMILY WELFARE be  pleased to state :-

(a) whether Government is considering the Medical Council of India`s proposal for a Bachelor of Rural
Medicine and Surgery;

(b) if so, the details thereof;

(c) whether it is a fact that the State Government of Kerala has sought exemption to introduce the course in
the State as there is no dearth of Doctors in rural areas;

(d) if so, the details thereof and Government`s reactions thereto;

(e) whether it is a fact that such a medical course was introduced in Chhattisgarh in 2000 and was scrapped
in 2004; and

(f) if so, the measures proposed for its successful implementation?

ANSWER



THE MINISTER OF STATE FOR  HEALTH & FAMILY WELFARE

(SHRI DINESH TRIVEDI)

(a), (b), (d) & (f) In order to tackle acute shortage of doctors in rural areas, the Central Government has

been exploring various options, one of which is to introduce a short term rural medical course. The proposed

course is of 4-years duration which includes 6-months of internship and especially designed for those who

have completed their schooling and passed their qualifying examination from a ‘notified rural area’ in the

district. The course is proposed to be conducted in the district hospitals where there is no medical college.

On acquiring this qualification, the candidates can serve in the rural areas only in that State.

The Medical Council of India has held consultations with stakeholders to finalize its proposal. The Central

Government can take decision only on receipt of the proposal from Council and after considering the views

of various State Governments.

(c)Yes.

(e)Yes.


